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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the pee ah The king shall joy in thy strength, O 
Jehovah ; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice !—Psalm 
ati. 


1. July 4.—Absaiom’s Failure ........ 2 Sam. 18 : 1-15 
2. July rx.—Solomon Anointed King... . . 1 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
3. July 18.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom ...... 1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
4 July 25.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple ... . . 1 Kings 8 : 1-53 
5. August 1.—The Queen of Sheba Visits 
P< -i5\= @ & Bhh 6 ee ee, 8 1 Kings 10 : 1-10, 13 
6. August 8.—The Kingdom Torn Asunder . . . . 1 Kings 12: 1-24 
. August 15.—Jeroboam Leads Israel into Sin. . r Kings 12 : 25-33 
g August 22.—Asa’s Good Reign .... . . . 2 Chron. 15: 1-15 
9... August 29.—God’s Care of Elijah ....... 1 Kings 17, : 1-16 
10. September 5.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal . 1 Kings 18 : 16-40 
1x. September 12.—Elijah’s Flight and Return... ... t Kings 19 


12. September 19.—Defeat through Drunkenness (Tem- 
perance Lesson). ......... _ . . & Kings 20: t-2r 
13. September 26.—Review : Obedience and Kingship . Read Psa. 72 


To Be At Rest 
By George Klingle 


EACE ?—it is this: . 
To know, though all things seem amiss, 
There is no chance, or fate ; 
No lost estate 
Love doth not rule ; to know 
We need but trust, and go 
Beneath God’s hand whichever way 
The pathway seems to lead from day to day, 
Or dark the threatening sky ; 
To know the Christ-hand ever stoopeth nigh; - 
That we may turn and rest 
As tired child across a shelt’ring breast, 
Who needs but know 
Love only stoops some blessing to bestow. 








When People Think of You 


We do not need to tell other people what our 
chief interest in life is. We cannot prevent their 
knowing it. We may be ashamed of our chief inter- 
est ; or we may be proud of it: but it cannot be kept 
a secret. The thing that we think most about, others 
will think of when they think of us. It has been said 
that whenever people thought of Hudson Taylor, they 
thought of Christ. They did not need to be told that 
Christ was Hudson Taylor's supreme interest. Mr. 
Taylor could not conceal this blessed fact. And when 
Christ becomes any man’s supreme interest, the fact 
becomes known in a wholly unique way. For the 
wonder of it is that Christ then is enabled to consti- 
tute Himself that man’s actual, literal life and being, 
both body and spirit The man himself, and the 
things that would attract attention chiefly to the man 
himself, drop out of active existence : Christ replaces 
them. So, without that man's necessarily mentioning 
the name of Christ or saying anything about Him, 
people Aave to think about Christ in his presence * 
for it is Christ, not the man, whom they see : it is no 





longer he that lives, but Christ liveth in him, Here 
is a miracle of grace great enough to satisfy the high- 
est purposes of God himself. Are you a Christian ? 
Then if people do not think of Christ when they 
think of you, what is the trouble ? 
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In Danger of Drowning 

No one person can do all the good that ought to 
be done. No one person can even accept every op- 
portunity for doing good that comes his way. If he 
attempts this, he will not do as much good in the 
world as he ought todo. For one of the shrewdest 
moves of the devil is to prevent our doing the good 
we might, by persuading us to attempt too much. 
Many earnest Christians are in the situation that a 
Christian business man of affairs described when he 
said of himself, after expressing his regret that he could 
not help in a matter that had been brought to his at- 
tention, —‘‘I am just drowning with the things that I 
am neglecting, and there is not enough buoyancy in 
the balance of my life to more than keep me floating."’ 
When our ‘*duties’’ begin to drown us, it is question- 
able whether we have not mistaken as duties certain 
things that God never intended us to take on. He 
does not promise to keep us floating under tasks that 
he did not assign. 
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The Life That Cannot Fail 


A life that cannot fail is being lived. That life 
never has failed, and it never will fail. It is the life 
of Jesus Christ. Our human life—the carnal, self 
life—can fail ; indeed, it cannot do anything else, for 
it zs a failure. ‘* Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God : for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be’’ (Rom. 8:7). But Christ 
can never fail and be Christ. He cannot do anything 
but win in all that he does; for he is holiness and 
righteousness and omnipotence. So we need only 
bring our self, which is assured failure, to Christ, who 
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is assured success, and ask him to counteract all the 
power and activity of our failing self by his winning 
Self ; and then trust him to doit. By that simple 
transaction we may at once enter into the Life that 
Cannot Fail. So long as we remain there, by surfen- 
der and trust, we are kept from failing. Abiding in 
him, and letting him abide in us in his fulness, he 
can and will take entire control, rendering inopera- 
tive and impotent that part of us which is a failure. 
This is the meaning and the result of abiding in 
Christ. Ifa chemist finds that the laws of chemistry 
never fail, and bases his life-work upon the assur- 
ance of the inviolability of those laws, shall not we 
Christians rest as confidently in the pledged word of 


Christ ? 
x 
A Banking Suggestion 


God's money methods are the exact opposite of 
man’s. Man's plan is to invest money so that it will 
bring tangible returns—profits that can be counted, 
entered in the books and appear on the financial state- 
ment. Men often try to make even their investments 
for the Kingdom by the same plan. A secretary of a 
Foreign Mission Board spoke of the requests that came 
from donors that their gifts should be put into build- 


ings and ‘‘ permanent equipment’'—something that 
they could see when they visited the mission field. 
Then the secretary said earnestly: ‘‘I never want a 


penny of my money to be put into anything that can 
beseen.’’ He had caught God's conception of money, 
and of life : ‘*The things which are seen are temporal ; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.'’ The 
buildings and equipment of course are essential to get- 
ting the unseen missionary results, but they are impor- 
tant only in relation to those invisible Kingdom re- 
sults. Is the bulk of our money going into the things 
that have a market value in this life, or into the things 
that cannot be shaken? God's stewards are wise, not 
when they follow the wisdom of the world, but when 
they follow God's money methods and bank their in- 
vestments in the unseen world, 
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The Inescapable Spirit of God 


O SEARCHING of man after God can for a sin- 
gle instant approach in eagerness and persist- 
ence God’s quest for man. 

The mystic yearns for God with a holy longing that 
is restless and unsatisfied until the barriers of material 
contacts with life have been overcome. The sinner, 
heartsick and outworn by his self-chosen facing away 
from God, turns at last to seek him with contrition 
and the unutterable longing of an emptiness of soul 
that has become intolerable. But neither of these 
seekers after God can approach in their passionate 
search the unresting, infinitely patient, age-long and 
persistent search of God for man. Their purposes 
may waver, and their zeal die away in the atmosphere 
of the earthly and the material; his never does, 
through the endless years. 

And the Spirit of God is inescapable. Men try to 
avoid him ; to turn resolutely to their material con- 
cerns ; to enter with zest into enterprises that promise 
selfish gains or passing pleasures ; to become men of 
the world, molded by its ideals, and apt in its ways, 
and clever at its games of give and take. But under- 
neath all this, running steadily down the center of 
life’s currents, is the main stream of God's desire for 
man’s surrender to him. It pushes past all the eddies 
beside its course, and is seen to be inevitable, no 
matter what ripples and cross-currents disturb its sur- 
face. Men are busy enough outside the sweep of that 
current ; they fight along its edges for success ; they 
gain wordly power, break others down, build up a 
fellow-workman here and there ; their faces take on 
the grimness and cynical look of life as they choose 


to live it, while God very silently often, but always 
inescapably, is pressing his quest for the soul that 
may live if it will. 

The Psalmist unfolds this truth in the one hundred 
and thirty-ninth Psalm, with broad imagery and mi- 
nute particularity in his inspired effort to show how 
thorough and loving and far-reaching is this search 
for man. Gods knows us. He has studied me thor- 
oughly. He knows when I stay or go, and where. 
He anticipates my thoughts. He knows what I think 
anddo. Even my words he notes. Around me is his 
enveloping care, and I can feei his hand upon me. 

And now comes the outcry of a soul that is simply 
staggered by the vision, Heavenward leaps the imag- 
ination ; God is there. Down into the depths, and 
God is there, Then, with the vision of the poet, the 
true seer, out through the gates of day the soul wings 
its course, and circles the wide sweep of the sea hori- 
zon in the dawn, and behold, that loving hand is evea 
there, in guidance and support. Then tke darkness 
comes ; but it is no longer darkness, for to be with 
God in the dark is simply to be in the white light of 
day. 

No one has greater need of appreciating this truth 
than the Christian who has thus far kept God a little 
at a distance. It is hard to believe such folly and sin 
of ourselves, in the light of what we know is our belief 
in God. Yet many of us have only an incomplete and 
unpractical belief, which often would seem, from our 
practise of it, little more than a cool assent of thé mind 
to a plain fact, rather than the outpouring of a loyal 
heart of love and self-surrender in the service of the 
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King. To believe that God is true is one thing ; to 
be true to that belief in daily living means something 
more than an assent to the fz To believe that the 
Spirit is pressing lovingly into the sanctuary of our 
lives to bless us is one thing ; to let the Spirit have 
the freedom of our lives in ungrudging hospitality is 
anotherthing. And the believing Christian who knows 
nothing of headlong and self-forgetting, self-abolish- 
ing abandon in throwing life open to the insistent and 
unwearying Spirit of God, is still holding God at a 
distance. ‘ 

Some Christians have so misunderstood the Father 
and the Son and the Spirit that in times of peculiar 
danger or unexpected failure of cherished plans they 
have been tempted to think that God has withdrawn 
his guiding hand, and has decided that he could no 
longer use such dull and unserviceable tools. A man 
has made a failure of the thing to which he has given 
his life, and thinks his work ended. A woman finds 
herself bereft of husband and children, and, standing 
like a lost traveler on a trackless plain, sees no hope 
of ever getting her bearings again. Health has gone, 
and shut-in days replace days of intense activity 
among men, and this is taken as a sign that God is 
through with that worker. So reasons the troubled 
mind, gathering up in this way a burden that is quite 
beyond the strength of cur spiritual and physical 
frame. 

But God is there, just the same. He has not 
ceased his work. And he has not cast aside his 
workers. Some are diverted, in his plan, to other 
service, Some in wh>* they call failure will for the 
first time learn how God defines success. Some in 
loneliness will learn as never before what it is to walk 
with the King in a large companionship thronging 
with rich experiences. Some in the quiet room will 
do more than in the pulpit, or office, or school-room, 
or will do less, and will do either with an unconquer- 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 











able good-cheer because living out the plainly revealed 
plan of God. 

The blessed fact is that hard upon these puzzling 
and sometimes heartbreaking experiences out of which 
we come as changed and chastened souls, the Spirit 
of God is following as the Comforter, the Strengthener, 
the Guide into the whole truth of the matter, and not 
even the night of our own making or the shadows of 
this world in which we live need at all to hold us 
away from him. © 


*¢ Suill, still with Thee, when purple morning breaketh, 
When the bird waketh, and the shadows flee: 
Fairer than morning, lovelier than the daylight, 
Dawns the sweet consciousness, I am with Thee. 


** Alone with Thee, amid the mystic shadows, 
The solemn hush of nature newly born ; 
Alone with Thee, in breathless adoration, 
In the calm dew and freshness’ of the morn. 


“« When sinks the soul, subdued ‘by toil, to slumber, 
Its closing eye looks up to Thee in prayer ; 
Sweet the repose, beneath Thy wings o’ershadowing, 
But sweeter still to wake and find Thee there. 


** So shall it be at last in that bright morning 
When the soul waketh, ‘and life’s shadows flee ; 
©! in that hour, and fairer than day’s dawning, 
Shall rise the glorious thought, I am with Thee !”’ 





When Our Lord Was 
Led Into Temptation 

Others beside children have difficulty in under- 
standing the petition, ‘* Lead us not into temptation, 


but deliver us from evil.’’ A mother’s question as 
to explaining this prayer to her six-year-old child 
was discussed here in the issue of June-5. It was 
suggested that the Father always has good reason for 
bringing -his children into temptation, although the 
tempted ones may not understand till afterward, and 
may naturally shrink from the trial, A Massachu- 
setts reader adds a suggestion that gives real light 
upon our Lord’s own experience in temptation. And 
His experience is always the safest test of the mean- 
ing of Scripture ; 

A few years ago this thought came to me in regard to 
the petition im the Lord’s Prayer, ‘'Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil’’ : It is recorded, 
"Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devii.’’ ‘That temptation was no 
farce. Our Lord felt its terrific force, the onslaught being 
so severe that angels came and ministered unto him after- 
ward, 

Was not this in our Lord’s mind when, knowing the 
strength of the foe and the weakness of the disciple in con- 
trast, he gave them the prayer? 
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San Francisco Needs You! 

Needing the gospel more than any other section of 
the globe, and wanting it less, seems to be the condition 
of San Francisco and its neighborhood as it is seen 
by spiritual leaders there. The eyes of the world, 
and particularly of the Americas, have been focused 
on San Francisco by the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition, It is an hour of Satan’s supreme oppor- 
tunity in that seat of world-beauty, world-wisdom, and 
world-achievement. And it is an hour of unprece- 
dented call to the Church of Christ to put a living 
gospel of transforming power to work in that all but 
pagan section of our belcved land. 

In this hour there are two calls that seem rising 
spontaneously from the hearts of those of God’s peo- 
ple who have felt the burden of San Francisco's need. 
One is a call to humiliation and prayer. The other is 
a call for Billy Sunday to throw himself as God's in- 
strument into the maelstrom of sin and unbelief and 
worldliness at San Francisco. 

One of the letters that has come to The Sunday 
School Times from the Exposition territory gives the 





heart-cry of a Presbyterian ¢!der who still believes the 
doctrine taught by his mother, and whose local church 
seems headed for the destructive ‘‘ New Theology.”’ 
After telling something of the problem in his church, 
he writes : : 


This situation in the churches is troubling me, for I see 
a Spiritual decline in our churches. Fifteen years ago 
there were here in only about ten Christian Scien- 
tists. Now they are the strongest body in town, and at 
their meetings fill the halls to overflowing with from 500 
to 800 attendance ; and 150 is the average in the mid-week 
prayer (?) meeting. Our neighbors and friends are going 
over to them, and yet the churches seem not to care, and 
no warning is sounded. _ I have said to some of our peo- 
ple, ‘' If this keeps on fifteen years more the old churehes 
of will have to. maintain missionaries in to 
the children of these people. ... 

In closing I ask you to do this: If you should see Billy 
Sunday before he comes to San Francisco (that is, if he 
does come), will you ask him if he can give us just one 
meeting in We need him. There are so many 
dying souls here that need the gospel as he proclaims it, 
without fear or favor, that I feel that he just mast come. 


‘¢ The Challenge of Proud and Reckless Frisco,’’ a 
notable article by Howard A. Banks, published. in 
the Panama-Pacific Number of The Sunday School 
Times, April 24, was a stirring call for the opening of 

















If You Had a Good Children’s Day 


Were there features in Children’s Day exercises 
so attractive and successful you would like other Sun- 
day-schools to know about them ? 

If so, tell about your Children’s Day in an article, or 
have some one else in your school do so, and submit the 
article to The Sunday School Times. Articles that can 
be accepted for publication will be paid for. 

For the best article submitted a bonus of $5 will be 
awarded in addition to the regular payment. 

Articles should be from 500 to 1,000 words in length. 
The character and surroundings of the school should be 
briefly noted. Describe the Children’s Day plans so that 
other schools can readily adopt the suggestions. 

The following are some of the questions that should be 
covered by the article: How were the preliminary prepa- 
rations carried out? What was the progam? W 
were counted unusual features? How did the attendance 


work out ? evangelism have a prominent place ? 
Were there results that are likely to have a lasting influence ? 


Articles should be submitted promptly. The award 
will be made before September 15, 1915. 
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the flood-gates of prayer in America and the world 
for San Francisco and the Panama-Pacific Exposi- 
tion.! Mr. Banks closed his article with these words: 

No one save his Master may dictate to Billy Sunday in 
what direction his duty lies, but many people have been 
praying that he might get the vision that he is the prepared 
man and San Francisco the prepared place for his next 
great service. 

The man of the Macedonian cry, garbed like a miner, 
seems to be standing to-day on the apex of the ‘lower of 
Jewels, beckoning to God's liutest Man with a Message to 
hit the old trail of the Forty-niners across the Rockies. 
One of the pastors who is on the firing line in Oak- 

land, California, after reading Mr. Banks’ article has 
sent a message to The Sunday School Times that all 
its readers should share : 

I wish to express my gratitude for your appeal for prayer 
in behalf of the present need and opportunity in San Fran- 
cisco. Already there are 7 of a gracious response. 
Not a few are hearing the call to prayer, but is not this 
just the time to press the battle? Can you continue the 
appeal? The need and opportunity in these Bay cities is, 

I believe, at this hour unparalleled by those of any other 
place in the nation. 

Enclosed is a copy of the notice of our days of prayer. 
We hold these monthly. May I ask an interest in your 
prayers personally for this effort? ‘Ihat his blessing may 
continually rest upon you in all yoar service is my prayer. 
The two days of prayer in April were held ina 

Presbyterian church in Berkeley and in a Baptist 
church in San Francisco, and the meetings were for 
the single object of ‘‘ prayer and the promotion of 
prayer.’ A cordial invitation is extended to all 
Christians to have a part in this fellowship for a 
prayer revival, and those who cannot attend these 
monthly meetings in person may receive copies of 
the announcement and join in the prayer by address- 
ing the Rev. J. A. Fraser, 644 Merrimac Street, Oak- 
land, California. What the praying Christians of 
San Francisco are hungering for is suggested in the 
following extract from the prayer announcement of 
the April meetings : 

Dr. A. B. Simpson, who had been present at, and par- 
ticipated in, the Billy-Sunday meetings’ in Philadelphia, 
remarked in an address here in the First Baptist Church 
that the soul-saving power so manifest in those meetings is 
all traceable to one thing—praver. ‘lhat the felt presence 
of God, the heavenly atmosphere pervading the place, 
created by the prayers of the people of Philadelphia, was 
such as to make it seem next to impossible for Satan to 
breathe. 

Some say we’ do not need Billy'Sunday in our ‘Bay 
cities ; but who would say that we do not need the power 
of God so evident in his ministry? In this all right-think- , 
ing people are agreed. What brought this power to Phil- 
adelphia can bring it here—can bring it with Mr. Sunday 
or without him, or both. ‘Both, would bethe choice of 
the majority of those who pray. God help us to pray, and 
let Him choose as to what and whom he shall use. 


1 In Mr. Banks’ article the statement was made “ The Fair closes 
the middle of September.”” ‘This was an error. The dates of the 
Exposition as officially announced are February 20 to December 4, 
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Are We Spiritually Punished 
for Forgiven Sin? 

I am somewhat in doubt as to the correctness of your 
position when, in replying to the query in your issue of 
May 15, ‘* Does God in any sense ever punish forgiven 
sin?"’ you state, among other things of the one who has 
brought his sin to God in repentance and fai:h, *' ‘There is 
no trace of spiritual punishment for that sin after this." 
“What about 2 Samuel 12: 10-12? ‘' Now therefore the 
sword shall never depart from thy house, hecause thou 
hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife,’ etc.—A GEORGIA READER. 

This was physical, temporal punishment; not 
spiritual. That is to say, one who brings his sin to 
God in confession and repentance, and in faith claims 
God's grace for forgiveness, is never thereafter spirit- 
ually penalized by God for that sin. God blots it out, 
removes it as far as the east is from the west, remem- 
bers it no more. And he miraculously heals the 
spiritual life of the forgiven sinner, through the work 
of Jesus Christ, so that that one’s spiritual life is as 
though the sin had never -been committed. That is 
the miracle that takes place when by faith we let God 
replace our life with his own life. But temporal re- 
sults, as was pointed out in the editorial comment in 
the Times of May 15, may follow from forgiven sin. 
Like the embezzler who may have to serve a prison 
term for his crime, though repentant and forgiven of 
God before he is even committed to prison, so God 
saw that it was necessary, in David's case, that cer- 
tain tragic temporal consequences should follow Da- 
vid’s sin. But David's spiritual condition before 
God was, at the instant of David’s confession and 
trusting repentance, as though David had never 
sinned. Only thus could David or any other sinner 
after forgiveness sing 


*¢ Be glad in Jehovah, and rejoice, ye righteous ; 
And shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.’’ 
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When a Church Prayed for More than Revival +) 


The amazing story of Charlotte Chapel, where for two 
years there was practically no preaching 





VISITOR to Edinburgh, the Scottish metropolis, 
could net readily locate Charlotte Baptist Chapel, 
although it is within a stone’s throw of the 

world-famed Princes Street. Parallel with this mag- 
nificent promenade is Rose Street, away from the main 
thoroughfare, and having but a scanty resident popu- 
lation. It is overrun with drinking facilities, having 
no fewer than fifteen saloons and four grocers’ licensed 
houses, thus giving the district objectionable features 
to an unusual degree. By the side of one of these 
drinkshops this House of God stands. 

The original church, which in the year 1912 gave 
place to its present more commodious successor, was 
an unpretentious building erected in 1797, and for 
several years did good service for the Episcopalians. 
When, in the vear 1818, the property passed into the 
hands of the Baptists, some interior alterations were 
made to adapt it to the needs of che new congregation. 
The church remained for one hundred years practically 
the same externally—a plain but substantial stone 
building of low elevation and of no particular artistic 
merit. The interior was equally unattractive, with 
dark’ terra'cotta walls, high-back pews, and a barrel- 
shaped pulpit elevated to a lofty position on the wail, 

To -those who loved its stones and dust the chapel 
was ‘‘all glorious within,’’ but it had reached a stage 
when its congregation was sadly depleted, its ancient 
glory had departed, and no longer could it survive on 
past traditions no matter how brilliant they had been. 
Christopher Anderson, a truly mighty man of God, 
was the first pastor. His long and successful ministry 
of nearly half a century was followed by a succession 
of short pastorates extending over fifty years. 

At the opening of the present century the church 
was not only pastorless, but greatly weakened and dis- 
spirited. Despondency prevailed among the, few re- 
maining members, and the future was wrapped in un- 
certainty and clouded with gloom. Many looked upon 
the situation as a forlorn hope, while some did not 
hesitate to pronounce it a lost cause. In this low con- 
dition the church invited its present pastor to leave a 
fruitful niinistry in another part of the country and 
take up a task that seemed well-nigh hopeless. 


Setting Up a Curbstone Pulpit 

Notwithstanding its many vicissitudes the church 
had within it a faithful remnant long accustomed to the 
exercise of prayer. These devoted souls gathered 
around the new minister and co-operated heartily with 
him in his plans for reviving the Lord’s work. Much 
detail in connection with the church services had to 
be attended to and methods adopted by which the 
people of the community might be reached. When the 
outsiders failed to come to the church, we decided to 
go tothem. The curbstone became our pulpit and 
the open air our sanctuary. In this way all classes 
were reached, from the drunkard in the gutter to the 
very nobles of the land, 

Our solemn conviction, however, remained, and is 
with us still, that without the power of the Holy 
Ghost all merely human efforts, methods, and plans are, 
as Dr. A: T. Pierson said, ‘like propelling a boat by 
puffing at the sails with our own breath.’’ The power 
of God was sought in prayer. The fires of enthusiasm 
and the springs of the church's activities were fed by 
prolonged waiting upon God, Wherever it was possi- 
ble a prayer-meeting was created, and every hour of the 
day and night found the church laboring in prayer. 
On Lord's days, prayer-meetings were held (and are 
still held) at 7 A.M., 10 A.M., and 5.30 P.M. 

God answered his waiting people and gave an in- 
crease of one hundred and ninety-five in the member- 
ship ef the church for the first year and an equal 
number during the second year. These were all, or 
nearly all, received into fellowship on the profession 
of their faith in Christ, —publicly avowed in baptism. 

But although there were such evident signs of the 
divine approval there was a great longing in the heart 
for something greater, believing that we had not yet 
seen all that God could do for and through those who 
were completely surrendered to him. So the church, 
with this soul-hunger, entered upon continuous prayer 
culminating in a most marvelous spiritual quickening. 
Everything was merged into the prayer-meeting, and 
the fellowship of a church on its knees is an experi- 
ence never to be forgotten. 








When the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp went to Charlotte 


Chapel, Edin! thirteen ago, he met thirty-five 
discouraged members of an dld church that was consid- 
ered all but dead. To-day Cherlotte Chapel, in an - 
enlarged home, numbers over eight hundred members. 


The story of how this transformation took place can 
be paralleled by few modern church revivals. - It be- 
came “a praying church” in a sense that has been rare 
indeed since apostolic days. 


In addition to his ministry as pastor in Scotland, Mr. 


perp has for the few years been guidiag the Bible 
ponies grt throughout the world through his 
BL tthe Course. are pub- 


The 
Lhed io The Laie of Faith in England, and (abbreviated) 
in The Bible To-Day, issued by The National Bible 
Institute of New York City. The enrolled 
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oy apesy appreciate a brief from you telling 
how the suggestions have been used and how the value 
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Kemp will gladly consider in his column questions from 
Times readers that relate to family worship. 
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is not strange that he a 
ony arate: a dy ol safer 
tion in church and home and the individual life. 


on page 370 of this issue, the con- 
eyo “For Family Worship,” as 


week's issue of the Times. 
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Night after night, week after week, month after 
month went by, and still the prayer-meetings con- 
tinued, increasing in number and deepening in inter- 
est. The fire of God fell, and we knew the Lord had 
come to his temple. 

Great as had been our experience of blessing during 
former years, all was eclipsed by the gracious visita- 
tion now given us. By the end of 1905 the church 
had been praying one whole year without so much as 
one solitary break, all other work practically being 
laid aside. It is impossible to convey any adequate 
idea of these nightly prayer-meetings. There was 
little or no preaching, it being no uncommon experi- 
ence for the pastor to go to the pulpit on the Lord’s 
Day and find the congregation so caught in the spirit 
of prayer as to render. preaching out of the question. 
The people poured out their hearts in an agony of im- 
portunate prayer. 

I have yet to witness a movement that has produced 
more permanent results in the lives of men, women, 
and children. There were irregularities no doubt. 
Some commotion, yes. There was that which shot 
itself right through all prescribed forms and shattered 
all conventionality. But such a movement, with all 
its irregularities, is to be preferred far above the dull, 
dreary, monotonous decorum of many churches. 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





Under these influences the crowds thronged the 
chapel, which only three years before had maintained 
a ‘*sombre vacuum."’ The meetings were rich in 
blessing, and hundreds of souls were converted to the 
Lord. Conversions took place at every meeting, and 
on the Lord’s Day as many as thirty and forty would 
decide for Christ at one time. Many of these con- 
verts are the strong ones of the church to-day. 

Believers were not without their share of blessing, 
for many who had been walking afar off were again 
quickened, and sought from the Saviour whom they 
had pained by neglect and worldliness, cleansing and 
forgiveness. What is also most gratifying is the fact 
that children were sharers in the blessing, and formed 
themselves into praying bands for boys and girls. 

Thinking that the movement had found its level, 
arrangements were made to reorganize the work on 
generally accepted church lines, But again the re- 
vival fires blazed forth, and the meetings became 
marked by a deeper outgoing of the soul to God in 
prayer than ever, and a passionately expressed desire 
for the salvation of men was a dominant feature of it. 

At a meeting for prayer held one Lord's Day even- 
ing, the Spirit came upon us in wondrous power. 
There was nothing, humanly speaking, to account for 
what had happened. Quite suddenly there came 
upon one and another an overwhelming sense of the 
reality and awfulness of God's presence and of eternal 
things. Life, death, and eternity seemed suddenly 
laid bare. Prayer and weeping began, and gained in 
intensity every moment. Separate sounds became 
indistinguishable, and as on the day of the laying of 
the foundations of the second temple, ‘‘ the people 
could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from 
the noise of the weeping of the people.'’ One was 
overwhelmed before the sudden bursting of the 
bounds. Could it be real? Friends sang on their 
knees, and seemed to pray all oblivious to each other. 
Over and over again could the refrain be heard : 


*¢ He has broken my fetters, 
He has set me free.’’ 


This went on until midnight. The hours had 
passed like minutes. What that one meeting alone 
meant no pen can describe. Crushed, broken and 
penitent, many knelt at the Cross and received the 
Saviour's kiss of welcome and forgiveness. 


Modern Machinery vs. Apostolic Power 

A still deeper work, if possible, went on during the 
second year. Believers hitherto leading defeated liyes 
passed into victory and power. Brethren were recon- 
ciled. Others testified to deliverance from dancing and 
theater-going. While this work of purifying, humbling, 
and cleansing was going on in the saints, numerous 
conversions were taking place among the unsaved. 

Those who knew the inner spirit of those years of 
reviving know that it was the manifest work of the 
Holy Ghost. The Church of Christ needs the divine 
flame, and she can have it by prayer. This church 
has proved it so. In the thirteen years of its new life 
the church has been raised from the verge of extinc- 
tion to a position of usefulness and Christian aggres- 
siveness that has beeh a wonder to many. During 
these years hundreds have been brought to Christ and 
added to the church till the congregation has become 
the largest in its denomination in Scotland. 

Having learned the power and place of prayer this 
church has no wish to adopt other methods to per- 
petuate its usefulness. Thedanger of much modern 
church life is that we allow multiplied activities to 
push prayer out; and if it is not altogether ‘' a forgot- 
ten secret’’ it most certainly is ‘‘a neglected privi- 
lege.’" The same tale of woe is told everywhere that 
people cannot be got to attend prayer-meetings. Well ! 
If the church loves to have it so, she must pay the 
price and a costly one it will be. With not a tithe of 
the machinery of the church life of to-day the apos- 
tolic church increased with such rapidity, and wit- 
nessed with such power, that within a short time of 
the Pentecostal enduement it had made itself felt 
throughout the entire Roman Empire. If we would 
get back to apostolic methods we might have apos- 
tolic power and enjoy apostolic results. Brethren, 
LET US PRAY. 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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What a Scotch Girl Did for African Cannibals 


The passing of “ The White Queen of Calabar,” and 


other events seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 


Professor Harlan P. ay D.D., F.R.G.S. 





HE March issue of the United Free Church of 
Scotland’ s Record (Edinburgh) is largely taken up 
with the character and work of a woman whose 

African title is ‘‘The White Queen of Calabar.’’ 
Mary Slessor was a Scotch lassie of the laboring class 
whose early years were spent in a Dundee mill as a 
power-loom weaver, But she was more than a ‘‘hand "’ ; 
a good Christian head demanded knowledge, which she 
acquired through a night-school and at the loom-side, 
thus preparing her for a higher position, she engaging 
meanwhile in city mission work, Her consecration 
and usefulness were so marked that her mission Board 
invited her to Edinburgh for further scholastic and 
practical training. Through winning fun-loving mis- 
sion boys and girls-—-and in conauering the former 
sometimes-—she learned how to win later and more 
difficult African battles. 

She went in 1876 to the easternmost bend of the 
Gulf of Guinea on whose northern littoral she did 
her wonderful work, School-teaching, establishing 
churches, subduing cannibal tribes through living 
among and loving them, ruling over them when 
British power established native courts in difficult sec- 
tions, in perils oft from which her slight, trembling 
frame shrank while her eye never quivered and her 
mind faltered not once, she lived out her thirty-nine 
years of service. 

During this period she had extended her beneficent 
influence over an area of 2,000 square miles, and had 
so lived that Charles Kingsley’ s ordinarily missionary- 
baiting niece wrote of Miss Slessor in her ‘‘ Travels in 
West Africa’: ‘* This very wonderful lady has been 
eighteen years in Calabar; for the last six or seven 
living entirely alone, as faras white folks go, in a 
clearing in a forest near to one of the principal vil- 
lages of the Okoyon district, and ruling as a veritable 
white chief over the entire district. Her great abil- 
ities, both physical and intellectual, have given her 
among the savage tribes a unique position, and won 
her—from white and black who know her—a profound 
esteem. Her knowledge of the native, his language, 
his ways of thought, his diseases, his difficulties and 
all that is his, is extraordinary, and the amount of 
good she has done no man can fully estimate. Okoyon, 
when she went there alone—living in the native houses 
while she built, with the assistance of the natives, her 
present house—was a district regarded with fear by 
the Duke and Creek Town natives and practically un- 
known to Europeans. It was given to killing at funer- 
als, ordeal by poison, and perpetual wars. Many of 
these evil customs she has stamped out, and Okoyon 
rarely gives trouble to its rulers, and trade passes freely 
through it down to the seaports."’ 

So when Mary Slessor’s end came there was a 
greater lamentation than ‘* The Bonnie Brier Bush’s"’ 
**mourning of the glen.’’ Duke Town's commoners 
were there in force ; government officials turned aside 
to do honor to the White Queen ; and the wail of the 
sorrowing was raised in many a heathen home, for in 
the words of Principal Macgregor: ‘‘Ma Slessor is 
dead. Ma, who knew all about them, their troubles 
and their trials, is dead. Ma, who, as a chief once 
said to her, was ‘our father and cur mother,’ is dead. 
The world is a very empty place, for there is none who 
understood so well as she. In the churches she had 
founded and that she taught so faithfully, the people 
she had led to Christ, and many wistful souls that had 
seen her beckoning them to him, have gathered in rev- 
erent silence, seeking the consolations of the worship 
she had leved, the comfort of the God whose friend 
she was,’’ Like her great countryman, David Liv- 
ingstone, also a weaver, God made of this humble mill- 
hand a royal worker whose weaving glorified multi- 
tudes of black lives and whose workmanship will 
adorn the heavenly mansions. 
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Turning Pagans into Moslems 


HE Rev. J. DuPlessis of Cape Town has written a 
report of his transcontinental journey, made in 
the interest of missions, What he tells of Mos- 

lem propagandism in the continent's equatorial belt 
shows how wise the Edinburgh Conference of 1910 
was in sounding out to the churches the cry of a real 
Moslem peril. 


Here is his account of lay missionaries of Islam : 
‘«The Mohammedan peddler, with his two or three 
donkey-loads of Hausa cloth and leather goods, and 
of Manchester prints, beads, mirrors, and knives, 
arrives at a pagan village and sits down under the 
‘guest's tree.’ Communications are conducted through 
the.medium of Hausa or Fulani, or, if the village be 
off the main track and correspondingly backward and 
primitive, by means of an interpreter. The trader 
announces his intentign of ‘sitting down’ for two or 
three days. He then épens his packs and propitiates 
the chief by the gift of two or three articles of small 
intrinsic value but very great local worth. Business 
at first is slow, but after the fears and suspicions of 
villagers have been laid at rest it becomes very brisk. 
In three days’ tinie the peddler packs his loads and 
departs, 

‘«Two months later he reappears, and is welcomed as 
an old acquaintance. The chief treats him more gen- 
erously and is rewarded with more generous gifts, 
which now take the form of a Hausa upper robe, a 
turban, and a verse from the holy Koran, which is 
worn round the neck as a charm. The native chief 
now adopts the Mohammedan dress. The first stage 
of the transformation from pagan to Moslem has now 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Abyssinia’s First Bible Shop.—The British and For- 
eign Bible Society is at last enabled to labor in long-closed 
Abyssinia. An Armenian sub-agent has been allowed by 
the archbishop of that country to open a Bible shop in the 
capita], Adis Ababa. 


War and the Jews.—The Jewish Missionary Intelli- 
gencer (London) states that the present distress among the 
Jews of Russian, Austrian, and German Poland, as well 
as in Palestine, is driving them back to God as their 
Father, as well as to the searching of his Word for light on 
the present dark outlook. 


The Lepers Still Calling.—Leprosy is still an awful 
scourge in India. The 1911 census reports that there are 
109,000 lepers, of whom less than 6,000 are cared for in 
asylums. Owing to the war in Europe, the Mission to 
Lepers is sorely in need and has been obliged to give up 
some of its beneficent work. 


Examining 25,000 in One Morning. —The report of 
the All-India Scripture examination for 1914 informs us 
that about 25,000 were examined in a single morning in 
about 2,000 centers and through the medium of twenty-four 
languages. Since the Indian Sunday-School Unien inau- 
gurated these examinations in 1896, over 261,000 pupils 
have been examined on six months’ prescribed Bible study. 


If Japan Should Copy Korea.—Dr. Dearing of Japan has 
been deeply impressed on a recent visit with the simple faith 
of Korean Christians, and with their profound belief in Scrip- 
ture. . The emphasis placed on village work there seems 
to him worthy of imitation in Japan, as also the eager in- 
terest in Bible study witnessed in Korean churches, If 
this were reproduced in Japan, he believes that wonderful 
results would unquestionably follow. 


A. Great Reconciler.—In the February Missionary Re- 
view of the World Basil Mathews writes: ‘ By one of the 
great providences of God, the chairman of the Interna- 
tional Continuation Committee of the Edinburgh Confer- 
ence is an American, a neutral, and is one of the greatest 
reconciling personalities in the world to-day. British and 
Germans may not talk to one another through the smoke 
of war, but we can talk with Dr. John R. Mott,”’ 


Using Standard Oil and Mosques.—The transmission 
of mission funds in war-time is a most serious problem, It 
is probable that the Standard Oil Company has been the 
medium of such transmission more than any other single 
agency. To get money to missionaries in the interior of 
Turkey, the American Board’s Constantinople treasurer 
has sometimes used the Mohammedan mosques, which are 
anxious to send money to the capital, just as he wishes to 
send funds to the missionaries. 


An Invalid’s Missionary Product.—The Indian Wit- 
ness (Lucknow) states that Miss Lizzie L. Johnson, an 
invalid whose sufferings have been intense for twenty-six 
years, has wrought upon her bed of pain for the missionary 
cause, so that she has raised about $24,000 to date. Be- 
sides using her needle, she has made book-marks that have 
been sent to many parts of the world, ‘‘ The work over- 
taxes my strength,’’ she writes, ‘‘ yet I am eager to toil on 
and do all I can to enable these native pastors and Bible- 
women to continue their soul-saving work.’’ 


been reached. At the next visit of the trader the chief 
will watch him at his ablutions and his prayers, and 
strive to imitate him. This is the second stage. Sub- 
sequently he will ask to be taught one or two Hausa 
prayers, The words may be incomprehensible, but 
what of that? Does not the whole of religion consist 
of mysterious words and cabalistic signs and actions ? 
And thus the transforming process reaches its swift 
conclusion, The chief himself, whose conversion to 
Islam is but skin deep, may not be a very sincere and 
convinced believer, but his children will be more than 
sincere, —they will be fanatical. The chief and his 
family being won, the subjection of the whole tribe to 
the authority of the Prophet is but a matter of time."’ 

In view of. this winsome Moslem propaganda, Mr. 
DuPlessis is impressed with the great value of medical 
missions, for the reason that communities that would 
treat evangelistic missionaries with indifference or 
positive hostility will welcome a medical missionary 
with open arms, 
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China’s Confucian Edict 


HE arguments employed by the Christians of 
China, who have recently petitioned both Houses 
of Parliament to prevent the establishment of 

Confucianism as the state religion, are given in Dr. 
McGillivray’s article in The Missionary. Review of the 
World. Astate religion and religious liberty included 
in one clause are self-contradictory in spirit. The 
Constitution will not deal with all religions impartially 
if. Confucianism atone is authorized. Such a. clause 
raises the question of the religious standing of offi- 
cials ; moreover, it does not represent the opinions of 
the majority. It would destroy the distinction between 
government. and, religion,. . The natural result of this 
provision would be to destroy the unity existing be- 
tween the five races, holding differing religions, in the 
country. This would imperil territorial integrity. and 
would create internal strife between different religions. 
Separation of church and state in China has proved 
that the Republic does not need to borrow the influ- 
ence.of.a state religion, like Confucianism. 

Individual Christians further argue that Christianity 

is the religion which can most help the state, and in 
these particulars mentioned by Chang Ch’un-yi: It 
helps the progress of civilization as a basis of the state ; 
it cleanses the Republic of errors and evil customs 
standing in the way of progress and democracy ; it 
holds up the highest ideals of duty before the indi- 
vidual as to individual faults, as to the relief of the 
poor and distressed, and as to the upright perform- 
ance of official duty ; it furthers equality, unity, pa- 
triotism, and the people’s knowledge. 
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Union Evangelism in India 


UNITED evangelistic campaign for South India 
has been planned for the month of June, 1915. 
While finely organized, it realizes the paramount 

necessity for divine power to enable the workers to 
secure large results. Hence the committee will not 
undertake to conduct services in churches where pre- 
liminary preparation has not been made through 
Bible study and prayér, special Sunday services and 
meetings and, where possible, the preparation of 
groups of trained gospel singers and other campaign 
workers, 

A special week of evangelism was called for, the 
dates being June 6 to 13. The entire South India 
United Church was urged to engage during those days 
in personal work for non-Christians. Thereafter until 
next December special campaigns in rural centers will 
be undertaken. Later still, during the first six months 
of 1916, intensive campaigns in a’ few large centers 
and districts will be undertaken, with the help of 
many strong Europeans and Indian Christians. A 
special prayer for the quickening of the church, and 
for the campaign, with a litany of intercession, has 
been prepared, and Bible studies in Acts by Bishop 
Azariah and in Isaiah by Mr. Larsen will prove help- 
ful in this united effort. Funds are needed and the 
movement will partly depend upon what is received. 

Yare University. 





























LESSON FOR JULY 4 (2 Sam. 18 : 1-15) 







Sunday - School “‘ Bank Directors ”’ 


What a Monthly Workers’ Council can 
y. do in your school 


By the Rev. Franklin McElfresh, Ph.D. 


Supgiptendent of the Teacher Ti Department 
of the International Sunda mip hey been mo 








ca: Monthly Workers’ Council of tle Sunday-school 
is a meeting of the Sunday-school leaders to study 
the Sunday-school itself from the efficiency stand- 
point. The minister, superintendent, officers and 
teachers should constitute this council. This meeting 
should be as business-like and thorough as a meeting 
of a board of bank directors. ‘Too frequently the 
meeting of the Sunday-school board or committee is 
either only to study special problems or devise partic- 
ular plans in emergencies or to transact some form of 
business. The Workers’ Council meets fur a progres- 
sive study of ‘‘our school,’’ Its first business should 
be to receive reports from officers and teachers, a com- 
plete survey of the school, its activities and the results 
of its work. 

It also presents an opportunity for reports from dele- 
gates to conventions, institutes and special schools re- 
garding plans of Sunday-school work, and methods for 
the most advanced and successful :types of Sunday- 
school work. It often happens that the delegate to a 
convention returns to the home school with a heart 
aglow with enthusiasm and new and valuable plans in 
mind, No opportunity is given to present these ideas 
to the officers and teachers of the school, and this rich 
opportunity for suggestion is lost. In the Workers’ 
Council the reports and suggestions could be given at 
a time when they could be freely discussed. 

- The following program might be adapted for a year’s 
work, consisting of ten meetings : 

1. Organization,—What is our enrolment? Is it 
kept up to date? How often is it revised? What is 
the average attendance of pupils under 12? Average 
attendance of boys and of girls in the teen years? 
Average attendance of adults? What should our at- 
tendance be in regard to church membership ; and to 
the number of children and young people in the com- 
munity without religious teaching ? 

2. The Departments.—Are the departments in our 
school organized for highest efficiency? Have they 
such officers as will enable them to do the best type of 
work? How many organized classes have we? How 
many in the teen years? Are these organizations real, 
and how far are they at work? Have we regular re- 
ports from them ? 

3. Officers.—What do the reports of the officers of 
our school show? The Secretary's report? the Treas- 
urer’s report ? the Librarian's report? How far could 
these be improved by a better system? How could 
these officers render a large service to the school? 

4. Equipment.—Are we securing the best use of 
rooms? Would curtains, screens or additional chairs 
make conditions more favorable? -Would any rear- 
rangement make work more effective? Are ebasses 
and departments supplied with blackboards, Bibles, 
maps, etc. 

5. Instruction —Have we a sufficient number of 
teachers in our school? Are they prompt, and do they 
come with preparation? Have wea Workers’ Library 
with the most suggestive and helpful books tor each 
department? How many books have our teachers 
read during the past year? How many in regard to 
their own departments of work? 

6. Training Classes.—Are we training the future 
teachers for a larger, stronger school? Have we one 
or more training classes in the school at the school 
hour? Are they receiving the guidance and support 
that encourages faithful work? - 

The Workers’ Council is the place to secure the 
authority and inspiration which will lead students into 
the training class. Oftentimes the teachers themselves 
refuse to allow pupils to enter training classes because 
they look upon the class as an end in itself. 

7. Courses of Study.—Are the lessons our pupils are 
using best fitted for their work in their classes and the 
different departments ? 

8. Through-the-Week Activities.—What through- 
the-week activities receive guidance and direction from 
our school? How far do the organized classes partici- 
pate in athletic and social events? Are these outside 
activities properly guided by the teachers and officers, 
and do the classes report to teachers? Are we train- 
ing our scholars for social service, that is, for a real 
spirit of helpfulness in the community ? 

9. Relation of School to Public Worship.—What is 
the relation of our school to public worship tn the 
church? What is the relation between the church it- 
self and the Sunday-school? Is it that of cordial un- 
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derstanding and co-operation? What is the relation 
of our school to the home life of its pupils? 

10, Worship.—Is the worship in our Sunday-school 
filled with reverence? Is it adapted to the purpose ? 
Are the prayers and the hymns well fitted to express 
the true religious life of childhood and youth? Are 
the words and tunes adapted to the different ages? Is 
there a real spirit of worship in our school ? 


11. Evangelism.—And, finally, how many have been 
brought to Christ? How many have been added to the 
membership of the church? How many are we really 
training for Christian service in our school this year? 
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Some one should be assigned the leading theme in 
each of these topics some weeks in advance and asked 
to prepare carefully upon it, and there should be free 
discussion following. One and a half hours spent each 
month upon this vital and searching study of the school 
and its problems will result in a thoroughness of work, 
a vision of possibilities and a renewed consecration to 
effort in every school. This will make the sacrifice of 
time and thought and prayer richly productive in the 
great end sought,—winning to Christ and building 
Christian character, 


CHICAGO, 





The Summer Spurt in a Rural School 


How they made the school over 





By Harvey E. Kilmer 





A five-and-a-half-year-old boy was recently told by his mother that he would be 


going to Sunday-schoul only three Sundays more. ‘ 
“Why,” he asked, “is God going to stop having Sunday?" If 


summer season. 


It was at the beginning of the 


grown-ups had more of the insight of children there would be fewer Sunday-schools 


surrendering to Satan during the summer. 


And there would be more that could 


match the astonishing record of this rurai Sunday-school, whose workers used the 
summer opportunity to re-create the school. 


UR School is located in a village of about four 
hundred, and for many years did not have an 
average attendance of 30. This condition was 

accepted as being permanently established, with no 
hope for any improvement in interest or attendance. 

The material existed in the community for a first- 
class school, ‘The pastor pointed out its possibilities, 
His visionary ideas were accepted with incredulous 
smiles. We were entering the summer season witha 
rapidly decreasing attendance which fell to 36, and 
something had to be done. 

The first step was to elect ten officers, to take the 
place of the overworked one, who was superintentent, 
secretary, and treasurer. No other offices existed. 
The teachers had no voice in the management of the 
school and felt no special responsibility. . Under the 
new. plan the teachers, with the officers, were appointed 
an executive committee, and began to hold quarterly 
Workers’ Conferences. We secured a new secretary's 
record and class record books. There had been none 
before. 

To encourage regular attendance we introduced the 
Cross and Crown System, and to bring new scholars 
we gave the missionary flag pins. We then secured 
one of Cook’s Sunday-school thermometers, graded 
from 16 to 200 for attendance, and from 25 cents to 
$5 for the offering. The thermometer was marked as 
follows : Zero, 16, the lowest attendance on record ; 
Freezing, 36 ; Temperate, 60, which was seven more 
than the highest attendance then on record ; Summer 
Heat, 80; Blood Heat, 100 ;. Fever Heat, 125; Vic- 
tory, 150; Triumph, or Boiling, 200. 

When any one of these points was reached, estab- 
lishing a new high record mark, an inexpensive sou- 
venir was given. For the first point of 60, pins with 
scenes from the life of Christ ; for 80, the Gospel of 
Matthew in Japanese ; for 100, Chinese cash coins ; 
for 125, cowry shells from India; and tor 150, Chi- 
nese visiting cards with the name of the school and 
superintendent, and a verse of Scripture in Chinese 
characters. - The giving of these souvenirs had the 
object of interesting the school in the missionary work 
of the countries from which they came, In cost they 
did not average a cent a piece. 

The souvenir to be given out when the attendance 
reaches 200, which it undoubtedly will, is a high-grade 
pencil with the motto in gilt, ‘* Don’t lose the point. 
We want you every Sunday. Presbyterian Sunday- 
school, Hamden.”’ 

In addition to the incentive of the souvenirs we had 
a number of special days during the summer, the most 
notable of which were the Young Ladies’ Day and the 
Young Men’s Day in August. These special days 
proved such a success that we kept right on during the 
year having a special day each montly. Different 
committees are appointed each time, in order to give 
as large a number as possible something to do for the 
school. They have always won new scholars and 
boosted the school to a higher plane. 

We adopted the International Standard as our goal 
to reach during the year. We tried to make our school 
as interesting as possible by giving short object talks 
in place of the review. Part of the school uses the 
graded lessons. 

The net result of the plans was that the school in- 


creased about threefold during the summer months, 
and an interest was created which has carried the 
school forward ever since. About twenty percent of 
the members of the school united with the church on 
profession of faith, 

Instead of being short of funds to buy necessary 
supplies, we have had money sufficient to buy three 
or four times as many supplies, and we give twice as 
much to missions. 

The largest attendance during the summer months 
of 1913 was 117, on Young Men's Day, which laid 
the foundation for a young men's class now number- 
ing sixteen, The average attendance for that summer 
was 70. The preceding winter quarter the average 
was 28, and for the spring quarter it was 42. We 
started in next summer under more favorable auspices 
and by the same'''methods beyond our previous 
record, good as it was. Young Ladies’ Day was 
observed on July 12, in the midst of the haying sea- 
son, the busiest of the entire year for this community. 
The roads were bad and the weather was threatening 
and sultry, and yet under all these unfavorable cir- 
cumstances the attendance was 193. A year ago it 
was 100; two years previous for about the same date 
no session was recorded, and in the past the attend- 
ance has fallen as low as 15. 

As another result of the interest awakened during 
the summer months, our school, instead of being one 
of the most discouraging, and a fair contestant for the 
lowest place, in one year became one of the two 
Standard Premium schools out of the one hundred 
and twelve in the county. 

What our school has done and is doing any school 
can do, by providing opportunities for the scholars to 
do something definite; by not fearing to spend money 
and effort, which will bring big returns; by setting a 
definite mark or aim for the school to reach, Each 
victory gained gives inspiration and renewed zeal to 
go after still greater things. 

The record of the school for the summer of 1913 
and of 1914 is as follows : 

Enrolment at beginning of 1913 (not including 


Home Department) . 
Average attendance during First Quarte ¢, January, 


February, and March. . 28 
Attendance During eihities tieatinn of 1913 
June 22. ot a BRS coarse ee oo 
3; id ae o> otal «ee ty Se CC 
Bee? 48+ 68sec -. Perea 
woe ear eren r aAe pe =P, 
wm Sate err er) i” eee . 
rs as GS "GRE Fk ce ke 78 

7 e's ee se 86 7a 
Average attendance for summer, 1913... . . . 70 
Increase over winter average. . .. .. .. . .150% 
Enrolment at beginning of 1914 . 127 
Average attendance Lmantess February, and 
March .. ° - 92 
Attendance Diiten eneeer Slesshe of 1914 
June 2t Seo oe Ge ef tes eh, she bs eer 6s. ae 
en 8 She Oa 9. d's . 100 
Sheth (coat ree eee . 189 
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LESSON I. 


= — 


2 Samuel 18 : 1-15. Commit verse 5 


JUNE 19, 1915. 


JULY 4. ABSALOM’S FAILURE 


Golden Text: Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.—Ephesians 6 : 1 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


FEW weeks ago a Philadelphia machinist who 
had won a bet of fifty dollars by jumping from 
a bridge in that city into the Schuylkill River 
decided to make a reputation for himself by geese 
from the Brooklyn Bridge, believing that this woul 
secure contracts for him from moving picture com- 
panies and entertainment resorts. According to a 
newspaper report, he made careful preparation, and 
climbed up the cables of the bridge like an expert. 
The police tried to stop him. But at a point about 
185 feet above the waters of the East River, said to be 
the highest jump ever attempted from the Brooklyn 
Bridge, he succeeded in bape nag Yi leap. His body 
did not apeest again after it had plunged into the 
water, and police tugs were dragging the East River 
for it some time later. 
He risked defiance of the laws of God ard of man 
to gain a prize that he thought was worth while. And 
it cost him his life. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face cause at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

The stormy closing years of David's life are mov- 
ing on. ‘The teacher should be sure to read the en- 
tire section of material from 2 Samuel 13 : 1 to 18 : 33 
before attempting to teach this lesson. If the class 
has read this material at home, get one or another of 
its members to describe the events that led up to the 
battle between Absalom and David. Otherwise let 
the teacher tell the story, adapting it to the age of 
the class: the sin of David's son Amnon agaiust his 
half-sister Tamar; her brother Absalom’s murderous 
revenge two years later, when he entertained Amnon 
with special hospitality and then treacherously killed 
him; Absalom’s three-yeaz exile; Joab’s plan through 
the wise woman of: ‘Tekoa to get David to bring Ab- 
salom back; David's recall of Absalom but only par- 
tial forgiveness, not seeing Absalom after his return 
for two full years; Joab’s second intercession for 
Absalom, at the latter’s request, and the final re- 
uniting of David and Absalom. Describe Absalom’s 
intriguing to steal the hearts of the people away from 
David to himself, and his lie to David as to his reason 
for wishing to go to Hebron, when the plot was ripe, 
(Note that ‘‘ forty years” in 15: 71s according to 
some manuscripts ‘‘ four years.”’) 

David is informed of the plot, and with his house- 
hold and certain followers flees from Jerusalem east- 
ward, across the Mount of Olives. hy should he 
have fled? Ought he to have remained at Jerusalem 
and resisted any attack upon the throne? Let the 
class discuss this, 

Absalom ‘and all the people, the men of Israel,” 
come to Jerusalem, and he assumes the place of his 
father the king. David is informed by secret mes- 
sengers of Absalom’s plans, and continues his flight 
across the Jordan. Absalom and his men pass over 
the Jordan after him, and encamp in the land of 
Gilead. Now we are ready for the battle that is de- 
scribed in our lesson, 

How old was David at this time? According to 
differing authorities as to the dates of events, he may 
have been from fifty-seven to seventy years of age. 

Get the class to tell all they can about Absalom’s 
character, training, environment. What sort of boy 
and man had he probably been? Circumstances 
that counted in his favor are mentioned by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 1) while other points are brought 
out in the same lesson article as to his vengeful char- 
acter, his ey sinful pride, his treachery and 
hypocrisy (II, 2, ? 5, 6). Absalom’s early influences 
are also discussed by Mrs. Baldwin (2). 

He was an ambitious man, Was the Apostle Paul 
an ambitious man? Whenis ambition wrong? When 
is it right? See Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4) on sinful 
ambition, 

Did David have many or few with him in this hour 
of his great need? (See 18: 1.) Was he right in 
—- to fight Absalom and his forces? Mr. 

idgway (1) suggestively contrasts David the king 
and David the father. David's action may have been 
right at this time; it is interesting, however, to note 
that during the whole episode from chapters 13 to 18 
inclusive there is no record of his having asked God's 
counsel or guidance, though he asked God toturn the 
counsel of one of Absalom's advisers into foolishness 
(15: 31). Things might have come out better than 
sought God’s guidance more 

David's later years do not seem to be 
by the same abandonment of himself to God's 


they did if David ha 
directly. 
mark 





1 And David numbered the people that were with him, and 
set copnains of thousands and captains of hundreds over them. 
2 And David sent forth the people, a third part under the hand 
of Joab, and a third part under the hand of Abishai the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third part under the hand of 
Ittai the Gittite. And the king said unto the people, | will 
surely go forth with you myself also. 3 But the people said, 
‘Thou shalt not go forth : for if we flee away, they will not care 
for us ; neither if half of us die, will they care for us; } but 
thou art worth ten thousand of us; therefore now it is better 
that thou be ready'to succor us out of the city. 4 And the 
king said unto them, What seemeth you best I will do. And 
the king stood by the gate-side, and all the people went out 
by hundreds and by thousands. 5 And the king commanded 
Joab and Abishai and Itai, saying, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, even with Absalom. And all the people 
heard when the king gave all the captains charge concerning 
Absalom. 

6 So the people went out into the field against Israel: and 
the battle was in the forest of Ephraim. 7 And the people of 
Israel were smitten there before the servants of David, and 
there was a great slaughter there that day of twenty thousand 
men. 8 For the battle was there spread over the face of all 
the country ; and the forest devoured more people that day 
than the sword devoured, 

9 And Absalom chanced to meet the servants of David. 
And Absalom was riding upon his mule, and the mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great ? oak, and his head caught 
hold of the oak, and he was taken up between heaven and 
earth ; and the mule that was under him went on. 10 And a 
certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, 1 saw 
Absalom hanging in an oak, 11 And Joabisaid unto the man 
that told him, And, behold, thou sawest it, and why didst thou 


not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given’ 


thee ten pieces of silver, and a girdle. 12 And the man said 
unto Joab, ‘Though I should receive a thousand pieces of silver 
in my hand, yet would I not put forth. my hand against the 
king's son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and 
Abishai and Ittai, saying, ® Beware that none touch the young 
man Absalom. 13 Otherwise if I had dealt falsely against 
“his life (and there is no matter hid from the king), then thou 
thyself wouldest have set thyself against me. 14 Then said 
Joab. I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took three 

darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Ab- 
salom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 15 And 
ten young men that bare Joab’s armor compassed about and 
smote Absalom, and slew him. 

1 So Vulg. and some editions of Sept. The Hebrew text has, for 
mow are there ten thousand such as we. % Or, teredsnth % Heb. 
Have a care, whosoever ye be, of &c.. 4 Another reading is, my, 
6 Heb. staves. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
% 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to 


aragraphs in lesson articles in 
this issue, indicated 


y bold-face figures. 

Verse 3.—What is the meaning of ‘‘ ready to succor us 
out of the city ’’? (Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 5.—What else is known of Absalom? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 1-8; Baldwin, 2.) What does ‘*‘ Deal gently 
for my sake’’ indicate? (Ridgway, 1; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 6.—Where was the forest of Ephraim? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7; Mackie, 3; Visiting the Lesson Scenes, §.) 

Verse 8.—How did the forest devour the people? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 7.) 

Verse 9.—How could his head get caught in the oak? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8; Baldwin, 3; Pilot.) 

Verse — should Joab desire Absalom’s death? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) Why did Joab mention a girdle 
as part of the gift? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 14.—What kind of *‘ darts? were used? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 8.) 

Verse 15.—Why did the men need to smite Absalom 
after Joab had pierced him with darts? (Griffith Thomas, 


, 
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guidance, and single-hearted, unconditional fidelity 
to God's sought-out will that he showed early in life. 
Yet God was plainly caring for David, whether David 
was as faithful as he ought to have been or not. 
Why would not David's followers let him lead them 
in person in the coming fight? The strategy of the 
ruse they recommend is discussed by Dr. Mackie (1). 
A battle in which 20,000 men lose their lives is no 
mean skirmish. The sort of forest that ‘‘devoured 





















more people that day than the sword” is described 
by Dr. Mackie (3, 4); Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 7) also 
touches on this. ext week’s issue will describe 
‘*How Men Fought in Those Old Days.” 

Let the class tell how Absalom lost his life. **Vis- 
iting the Lesson Scenes” gives a vivid picture. 
Whether it was Absalom’s abundant hair that ages 
him at the end is an open question. Dr. Griffith 
‘Thomas thinks not; yet the usual view seems a 
reasonable one, 

Should the ‘‘certain man” have killed Absalom ? 
Did Joab do right or wreng? Was their first duty to 
David, or to the kingdom; or did no such real choice 
confront them? Mr. Ridgway (3) discusses the ques- 
tion. Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 8) believes that 
David's word should have been respected. Joab’s 
vengeful, vindictive character shows here as else- 
where. But God permitted Absalom to reap what 
he had sown. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

Deliberate defiance of the will of God guarantees 
our destruction. The Absalom storyis a terrible and 
typical picture of the heartof sin. Itis believed that 
sin originated in the universe when Satan, at first an 
unsinning spirit being of high authority, resisted the 
will of God and attempted to set himself above God. 
Whenever we sin, we assert our will as better than 
God's will, whether we realize this or not. That 
means our destruction. Absalom tried to put him- 
self on the throne in the place of David. Our every 
sin is an effort on our part to put ourselves on the 
throne in place of God. The unspeakable insolence, 
the awful folly of it! And all mankind has committed 
this sin. But a second opportunity is offered in God’s 
own gift of Jesus Christ. If werepent and surrender 
—as Absalom did not—we are forgiven and restored 
to our position as sons and princes: joint heirs with 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself. David's father heart 
mourned hopelessly in desolation for the loss of his 
rebellious and apostate son. God’s father heart does 
not have to mourn hopelessly over the loss of all his 
human sons. But those who reject his final offer of 
restoration through Christ must enter finally and 
forever into the disaster and destruction of the rebel: 
the second death, the hell of everlasting punishment. 


Teaching Points 

David’s heart hungered with love for his boy Absalom, 
even though Absalom had taken his throne and would have 
taken his life. A true father’s attitude toward his son 
is not affected by the son’s attitude toward the father. 

The man who sins is always a fool as he sins. For it is 
hopelessly, foolishly futile to attempt to set himself against 
the will and plans and purposes of God. 

How wonderfully good God is that he does not at once 
deal with us as eventually as he had to deal with Absalom, 
when we so constantly and deliberately oppose ourselves to 
His plans! Indeed, God’s long-suffering is our salvation 
(2 Pet. 3 : 15). 

David’s question concerning Absalom, ‘‘Is the young 
man Absalom safe?’’ is the Heavenly Father’s question 
about us (Griffith Thomas, III, 40). 

There are only two choices on the battleship,—and 
everywhere else (Round-Table, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

How is the loyalty of so many people to David to be ac- 
counted for? 

Was the oak-tree accident to Absalom a judgment of 
God, or merely a coincidence? 

What three words in the Golden Text give the secret of 
successfully obeying both our earthly parents and our 
Heavenly Father ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 

[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 

and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 
Solomon Anointed King (1 Kings 1: 1 to 2: 12). 

Another son of David, Adonijah, decides that his 
aged father’s throne should come to him; he wins over 
General Joab and Abiathar the priest, and gives a big 
dinner in his own honor. But God had planned dif- 
ferently. Nathan the prophet, Bathsheba, and David 
get together, and Adonijah is given asurprise. Read 
1 Kings 1: 5 to 2: 12 for the story. 

What do you think of David’s training of his son Adoni- 
jah? (1 Kings 1 : 6.) 

How had Nathan before this shown that he was David’s 
friend ? 

How did Bathsheba show tactfulness in talking with 
David? (v. 20.) 

Describe the way in which Solomon was to be made 
king (vs. 32-35). ’ 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Whole Lesson 





HAT a strange book the Bible is! A reign of 

forty-one years is dismissed in seven verses 

» ings 14: 23-29), but a young man who 

died before he was thirty has six long chapters de- 

voted to him (2 Sam. 13-18). Why is this? The 

Bible emphasizes relation to God, and in so doing 

warns against sin. This is the reason why Absalom 
is given such prominence. 


3. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—The Aistorical connection must be 
noticed by a careful reading of the whole section de- 
voted to Absalom (13-18). 

Time.—The date of Absalom’s rebellion turns on 
the interpretation of the phrase, ‘‘ after forty years,” 
in 15: 7. The Companion Bible says that this 
means forty years from David's anointing bea 
16: 3), giving the dates as 974-934 B.C. echer 
suggests that the time refers to the early months of 
David's last year, the fortieth of his reign, and on 
this chronology the date would be 1023 B.C. 


Hl. The Lesson 

To gain a general idea of Absalom it is necessar 
to cover the entire story, but as the details are full 
and somé of them not suitable for class stv ’y, atten- 
tion should be concentrated almost en... y on the 
personal character of Absalom. — 

Unparalleled Advantages. — Absalom was the 
king’s son, and in his early days, at least, he would 
be surrounded by the good influence of his father. 
Added to this would be the equally powerful imflu- 
ence of the prophets associated with David. Then, 
too, he was of royal descent on both sides, so that, in 
almost every respect, he started well. (1) 

Unbridled Temper.—This was probably the begin- 
ning of his ruin. Anger on behalf of his sister was 
natural and just, and if he had avenged her in the 
heat of his passion it would have been possible at 
least to extenuate his action, for we could scarcely 
wonder if his indignation had overcome him. But 
this was not the.case. ‘'wo years followed the wee. 
Absalom was brooding over the matter and watch- 
ing his opportunity. At last the occasion came in a 
feast to which Amnon was specially asked, and in 
the course of the feast he was cruelly murdered. 
Indignation at sin is allowable, but if it is permitted 
to degenerate into cruelty it shows that the mind is 
“governed” by evil. Paul says, ‘‘ Be ye angry, and 
sin not.” Absalom allowed his indignation to pass 
while he nursed his wrath until opportunity came. (2) 

Unrestrained Vanity.—Absalom was very hand- 
some, and as the king’s son was doubtless surrounded 
by flatterers who proved his ruin. He had beautiful 
hair, but a very small soul. For the first time we 
read of chariots, another indication of Absalom’s 
fondness for show. There are different kinds of 
vanity, all of them dangerous. There is pride of 
race, the tendency to glory in caste, forgetting that 


‘s Kind hearts are more than coronets, 
And simple faith than Norman blood.’’ 


There is pride of f/ace in the man whose one 
thought is of position. There is pride of face, 
one of the most contemptible forms of vanity, in- 
dicative of essential smallness of character, There 
is also pride of grace, the most subtle of all, for 
when a man is vain about his grace and experience, 
he thereby shows that he has practically noth- 
ing about which to boast. ‘What hast thou that 
thou didst not receive ?” Absalom’s regard for him- 
self was one of the steps that led to his ruin, for he 
evidently thought himself incapable of improvement 
or enveiiing to be taught, while he also manifested 
contempt for others, especially his father. 
pathway to true power is humility. (3) 
Unbounded Ambition.—Absalom had his eyes on 
the throne after the death of Amnon, the first-born. 
Ambition is necessary for life, but there are two 
kinds, represented by the words ‘‘ zeal” and ‘“‘envy.” 
The wrong kind usually aims at that which is unat- 
tainable, or else at that which belongs to others. (4) 
Unutterable Baseness.—Absalom devoted himself 
to the work of ingratiating himself with the people, 
and of alienating them from David. He affected.the 
| ma of royalty,—a thing which David had never 
lone, and in walter horses and chariots he 
showed himself regardless of the Mosaic law (Deut. 
17 : 16) and of dependence upon divine protection. 
Thus he was not only disobedient, but disloyal,—a 
traitor, endeavoring to usurp the place of the king 
and to win over his father’s followers (15 : 1-6). (§) 
Unrelieved Hypocrisy.—When the plot was ripe 
Absalom show wn Berge by his religious 
hypocrisy. He pretended that he had vowed a sol- 
emn vow at Hebron where David had been crowned, 
though there is no reasen to believe this was true. 
But it threw David off his guard, and perhaps made 


The only 


him begin to hope that Absalom was becoming more 
ins oates See true religion. Not even Joab, with 
all his quickness, suspected Absalom'’s purpose. It 
is the depth of iniquity when religion is used as a 
cloak for evil-doing. (6) 

Unscrupulous Action.—By careful steps Absalom 
brought the rebellion to a crisis (15 : 10-12), and 
everything seemed to fall out exactly as he desired. 
The story of the rebellion and of David’s departure 
from Jerusalem is very touching, and the record of 
its detail shows the immense importance of the occur- 
rence (15 : 13-17; 29). ° 

Untimely End (18 : 8s ee pens is the passage 
selected for to-day, to which all else has led up. in 
his adversity David's character shines out nobly, and 
while realizing his sin his faith in God is strong. 
Several psalms are associated with this period: 3 and 
perhaps also 38, 39, 41, 42, 63. David mustered his 
treops, which were in the usual three military divis- 
ions (1 Sam. 8:12; 22:7), according to custom- 
ary practise (v. 2; Judges 7:16; 1 Sam. 11: 11). 
David intended to take command, but the people did 
not wish him to endanger his life. They wanted him 
to remain in the city and send help to them in the 
form of reinforcements, and by covering their retreat 
in case they were defeated (v. 3). The king agreed, 
but spoke so earnestly about Absalom (v. 5) that the 
command went from man to man as the soldiers 
waited (v.12). The forest of Ephraim seems to refer 
to some part of the forests of Gilead, though it is not 
known why it is called Ephraim. The battle was 
fought on the eastern side of the Jordan (17 : 26: 18: 
3; 19: 2-5). The result was a defeat for the rebels, 
and it is thought that owing to the nature of the 

round more were slain in the pursuit through the 
orest than in the battle itself (v. 8). Some, however, 
think that the woodland was difficult, full of pits and 
bogs, which would lead the fugitives astray. In the 
course of the flight Absalom found himself among 
his father's followers, and naturally turned to escape 
(v.'9). The niule was a mark of royalty (1 Kings 1 : 


* 33-38). (7) 


His head must have been caught in the boughs 
of the tree, and he remained there stunned and 
unable to help himself. It has been suggested that 
his long, thick hair became entangled, though there 
is nothing to support this usual idea (v. 10). goah's 
desire to put Absalom to death was probably due to 
his inherent cruelty of disposition, and also perhaps 
to his own feelings of revenge (14 : 29-31). The girdle 
mentioned (v. 11) was a part of the dress which was 
often very valuable (t Sam. 18: 4). But the man was 
ready with his answer about the king’s wish (v. 12), 
urging that such a traitorous action would come to 
the knowledge of the king. ‘The man seems to have 
been aware of Joab’s unscrupulousness. The word 
rendered ‘‘darts” probably means ‘‘rods” or 
‘*staves” (Exod. 21: 20), and it would appear as 

*though the first blows were struck by way of impaling 
Absalom as a traitor, leaving it to the men to finish 
the task. Absalom’s death was the quickest way of 


ending the rebellion; nevertheless the king's word 
should have been observed, and his grief was real 
and keen. Joab laid his plans well for breaking the 


news to the aged monarch, and the rest of the chap- 
ter is a vivid account of the king’s waiting, the mis- 
carriage of Joab’s plan, and the overwhelming grief 
of David. (8) 

Dr. Blaikie has appropriately called attention to the 
words of tle historian Green as to the fall of Cardi- 
nal Wolsey, describing the way of Providence in 
suffering a career of wickedness to go on until the 
moment arrives when all is shattered by a single blow. 
‘The hour of reckoning at length arrived. Slowly 
the hand had crawled along the dial-plate, slowly as 
if the event would never come; and wrong was heaped 
on wrong, and oppression cried, and it seemed as if 
no ear had heard its voice, till the measure of the 
wickedness was at length fulfilled. The finger touched 
the hour; and as the strokes of the great hammer rang 
out above the nation, in an instant the whole fabric 
of iniquity was shivered to ruins.’’ (Expositor’s Bible, 
2 Sam., p. 271. Doran, 50 cents). 


Ill. Central Truths 


1. Explanations of Failure.—How are we to ac- 
count for failure in such a man as David's son? (1.) 
For a great deal of the time Absalom had no home 
life, and his father’s moral failure, for several years, 
gave him an opportunity to develop a nature which 
only needed such an occasion to express its essential 
evil. (2.) Then, too, he had no self-discipline. David 
commenced life with hardships, but Absalom began 


« with everything made easy for him. There is a 


very profound truth in the words, ‘‘It is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke in his youth” (Lam. 3: 
27). If Absalom had only had the physical, moral, 
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ard religious. training that David had in his early 
days the result would have been very different. (3.) 
But, deepest of all, there was no fear of God in the 
heart of Absalom. In all land-surveying it is essen- 
tial to settle on a dase-dine from which all measure- 
ments have to be taken. It is the same with art, for 
painting and sculpture require a base-line of per- 
spective or elevation. Soalsoit isin morals. Human 
life must have a proper base-line if it is to avoid dis- 
asters. This base-line is none other than he fear of 
God. If only Absalom had started with and 
allowed him to dominate the thought, feeling, and 
life, the nature of the young man would have been 
different. Religion is not a fetter, but a protection. 
It is to the soul what the mainspring is to the watch, 
the weight to the clock, the brain to the body, the 
root to the plant, the heart to the life, the sun to the 
er ot 

2. The Elements of Faithfulness.—The Golden 
Text gives the secret of true life in the words, ‘In 
theLord.”. This means, first of all, (1) Christ as our 
Saviour, bestowing pardon. (2) Next, Christ our 
Strength, bringing power. (3) Then, Christ our 
Satisfaction, bringing peace. This is the state of the 
man whose past is safe, whose present is strong, and 
whose future is sure. (9) 

‘The question was asked by David, ‘‘Is the young 
man Absalom safe?” (v. 32.) The Father is still ask- 
ing this of us, ‘‘Is he safe?" There is one way of 

ety, that indicated by the Golden Text, ‘‘In the 
Lord.” First comes conversion, then consecration, 
then concentration, until at last there is the consum- 
mation in a life of true, progressive, and glorious 
manhood, here and hereafter. (10) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1, Unparalleled Advantages (Matt. 15 : 1-9). 
2. Unbridled Temper (Prov, 17: 14-25). 
3. Unrestrained Vanity (Prov. 16 : 18-25). 
4. Unbounded Ambition (2 Sam. 15: 1-10). 
5. Unutterable Baseness (Prov. 4: 1-13): 
6. Unrelieved Hypocrisy (Matt. 23 : 29-39). 
z aah ag Action (Prov, 4: 14-27). 

. Untimely End (Psa. 3). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H, Ridgway 


King and Father.—-Dea/ gently for my sake with 
the young man (Vv. 5). As a good king end ruler he 
would put down rebellion with a hand strong and 
hard. As a good father and friend he would restore 
the erring son with hand gentle and soft. George 
Webber's father made him show up at the mill every 
pompeaty | at six o'clock like the rest of the hands. He 
got no favors whatever either in work or pay. But 
when ‘‘our Georgie” came home nights Dad was an 
entirely different proposition. As I write Dad and 
George are touring Euro together. Millowner 
Webber is a wise man. e is training George for 

oodness and usefulness. In business where is life’s 

st discipline Dad should always be king. In the 
home where is life’s best love Dad should always be 


father. It is the glory of David that he was every 
inch a king and every thirty-second of an inch a 
father. It is just the same with God. While we see 


him enthroned in majesty all around us, and we 
break his laws at our peril, yet when we enter our 
closet and shut our door we find him our loving 
Father. And he gives us what we ask, Of course 
David wanted his rebellious boy taken care of. How 
often has God sent his servants for you ? (Matt. 6 :.6; 
Eph. 4: 6.) (1) 7 


** War is Hell.” — Zhe people of Israel were smitten 
there before the servants of David (v. 7). There is 
no insanity of man to compare with the insanity of 
war. A war of brethren is devilish insanity supreme. 
I have just been over the Gettysburg battlefield. I 
was interested in the spring that bubbles in the 
Devil’s Den. It was here the soldiers of the South 
and the soldiers of the North met between fights to 
get water and trade tobacco and coffee and Have jolly 

-fellowship together as ‘‘ Johnny” and ‘‘ Yank.” 
hen back to the colors to mangle and butcher each 
other. The common people pay the price in blood 
and treasure. Under Joab and Absalom Jerusalem 
neighbors were at each other’s throats, all on account 
of Absalom’s ambition and Jerusalem politicians. 
Only one king for any nation. When he is King we 
shall not war. Jehovah enthroned at Jerusalem, 
peace and prosperity. God enthroned at Washing- 
ton, the greatest prosperity in the history of the world 
with swords made pruning hooks (Psa. 46: 9; Isa. 
2:4). 


Trotting Mules.— His head caught hold of the oak, 
... and the mule that was under him went on 
(v. 9). It is when a man is caught tight and fast in 
his wickedness that the ‘‘ mule” that was under him 
trots away. This is the good old style in which the 
Devil handles all his clients. When the Devil gets 
one of his fool-friends securely caught and hung uP. 
he takes away all support. Morris Kirby, the ‘* high- 


roller,” rolled along in his sin in, great style. Many 
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were his “ friends” to ride with him. . But when in 
due course came the inevitable ‘' blow out” and no 
tires on the rack, and he is now ‘“‘hung up” good 
and fast on life's highway, he is desert 
The joy-riding friends only care for scorchers who 
can go (Psa, 142: 4; Prov. 23: 7, 8). In that ancient 
day a man’s flowing locks were his pride and glory. 
In this better modern day a young man's pride and 
glory are in what is inside of his head. And down- 
stairs in the heart below it. Christian character is 
what makes a man. But Christian character if it 
gets tainted with pride and ambition can hang up the 
‘* Christian” for destruction just as effectively as flow- 
ing locks and a moving mule. , By that sin fell the 
angels, Your paper this week will tell of this and that 
highly connected man and woman hung up in shame 
before a gaping world as the mule trots on. ‘* Another 
Church Member Gone Wrong,” is the headline. (2) 


Duty.— Yet would ] not put forth my hand against 
the king's son (v.12). Here is a young fellow worth 
knowing. A wide-awake, bright one. Cunning old 
anes did not fool him. He had great respect and 
oyalty toward his king. Here was the secret of 
David's wer with his pecrre. The populace might 
‘ be fooled and rattled, but they had a confidence in 
him that came to the top. This soldier dared his 
general in his dependence upon his king. It took a 
tungsten steel courage and a vanadium steel’ faith 
and a nickel steel devotion to do that. For General 
—_ was no tin soldier. God has given this young 

ellow the high honor of a place in the world’s great- 

est book. Brave ‘ Joab," and be true to your 
Your duty in business is, first to the ‘‘old man,” no 
matter what the foreman may order. ‘ Joab" won't 
hurt you, for there is ‘‘ David” -on the throne. A 
man’s first duty is to obey God. Never mind what 
some ‘‘ general,” however powerful, may command. 
We men who spend our lives in workshops know lots 
of amy who, after getting a soldier into trouble 
with the king, **lied out of it and let me stick,” as I 
heard one victim say. ‘Tie fast to the real power, 
and take the orders of the real King, both in business 
and in religion, and all will be well always (Psa. 75 : 
6, 7; Eccles. 9.1). (3) 


Success.— Zhen said Joab, | may not tarry thus 
with thee (v.14). Well, we should say! When even 
a general picks upa live wire lie drops it pretty quick. 
There was not the remotest danger of Joab doing 
anything to young Heman for refusing to do his. bid- 
ding. There is not the least doubt iu my mind that 
Heman wound up in Joab’s. bodyguard and on his 
staff. An able leader like Joab would want around 
him all the men hecould get of that spirit. ‘The man 
who will be loyal to the order of his king will be loyal 
to all the world. The wise employer, whether he is 
a religious man or not, gathers around him as many 
Christian men as he can get and try out. But the 
wisest employer, if he has at heart the continuance 
of his ‘*kingdom,” will lead the way by being a 
Christian man himself. I know as many kingdoms of 
business as most men. Some are great empires of 
business, Nearly all of them have God-fearing 
Davids at their heads, Their success is made in 
almost every case by the loyal Hemans, who learn 
the lesson of fideiity to the boss by their fidelity to 
the boss’s God. The success of the great kingdoms 
of business is no accident (Deut. 30: 9; Psa. 1: 3). 
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The Illustration Round-Tabie 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. 
essoyn illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three .months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Better Than Advice.— Children, obey(Golden Text). 
When ‘K. of K.” [Kitchener] consented to fill the 
ee of War Minister he was effusively welcomed in 
Whitehall by a —- distinguished minister. ‘We 
shall be very grateful for any advice you can give 
us,” said the politician. ‘I'm afraid I’m not much 


of a hand at giving advice,” was the reply. ‘You 
see I’m—er—more used to giving orders !""—From 
the Daily Sketch. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 


Dolgeville, N. ¥. (%) 


The Love That Won.— Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord: for this ts right (Golden Text). Billy 
Sunday said : I tell it to you with shame. I stretched 
the elastic bonds of my mother's love until I thought 
they would break. I went so far into the dark and 
the wrong that I ceased to hear her prayers and her 
pleadings. I forgot her face, and I went so far that 
it seemed to me that one more stcp and the elastic 
bonds of her ‘love would break and I would be lost. 
But, thank God, friends, I never took that last. step. 
Little by little, I yielded to the tender memories and 
recollections of my mother; little by little, I was 
drawn away from the yawning abyss ; and twenty- 
nine years ago, one dark and stormy night in Chicago, 
I groped my way out of darkness into the arms of 
Jesus Christ, and I fell on my knees and cried, ‘* God 
be merciful to me, a sinner!"—From the North 





and alone.. 
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One dollar is offered for every anecdotal . 
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Only Two Choices.—Odzy (Golden Text). Said 
the old salt to the young apptganes, “Aboard a 
man-o’-war, my lad, there’s only two things—one's 
duty, t’other’s mutiny.”—From The Sunday-School 
Teacher. Sent by Mrs. Dowen, Kingston Hill, 
Surrey, England. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this tllustration. (2) 


Why Obey ?—CiAildren, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right (Golden Text). A boy was 
tempte J his companions to pluck fruit from a tree 
which his father had forbidden him to touch. ‘If he 
should find you out,” they urged, ‘he is so kind that 
he would not punish you.” ‘* That is the very rea- 
son,” he answered, ‘‘ why I would not touch them. 
My father might not hurt me, but I should hurt him.” 
—From The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. (3) 


The Liberty of Disobedience.—Chi/dren, obey your 
parents in the Lord (Golden Text).—Mr. Ruskin tells 
us that the first lesson he learned was to be obedient. 
**One evening,” he says, ‘‘when I was yet in m 
nurse’s arms, I wanted to touch the tea-urn, whic 
was boiling merrily. It was an early taste for 
bronzes, I suppose ; but I was resolute about it. My 
mother bade me keep my fingers back. I insisted on 
putting them forward. My nurse would have taken 


Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, 


me away from the urn, but my mother said, ‘ Let him ~ 


touch it; nurse.’ So I touched it—and that was my 
first lesson in the meaning of the word liberty. It 
was the first piece of liberty I got, and the last which 
‘for some time I asked for.”"—Sent by /. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, England. (4) 


A Father's Love.— Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom (v..5). History 
tells us of the love of Zeleucus, the king of ancient 
Locri, who issued a law, the penalty for the violation 
of which was that the offender should lose both his 
eyes. His own son was the first transgressor. When 
the king discovered this, the father love asserted 
itself, and after the son had sacrificed one eye the 
father substituted one of his own eyes for the remain- 
ing eye of his loved son, that the dignity of the law 
might be maintained and the love of the father made 
manifest. These are but faint types of the great 
love of our Heavenly Father, who gave his only Son 
in behalf of rebellious and. sinful humanity. He 
never fails us, although we often fail him.—From 
The Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Jersey, England. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ALESTINE west of Jordan is now almost wholly 
bereft of shade trees, but in old Gilead, east of 
Jordan, where most commentators locate ‘‘ the 

wood of Ephraim” (2 Sam. 18 : 6) there are still oak 
groves like the one where Absalom's career came to 
its pitifully undignified end. Near where our map 
sets the number 23 we may see for ourselves just such 
an oak as figures in the ancient story. (1) 














As we look out through the stereoscope lenses, the 
gnarled and knotted trunk pushes its vigorous way up 
through the weedy soil aa sunny hillside. Thick 
boughs (the Bible description uses just the right de- 
scriptive word) hold out their armfuls of green leaves 
over which sunshine and shadow play, making a mil- 
lion variations of light and shade. Beyond this tree 
we can lonk off for a mile or two over a wooded valley. 

On the fateful day of the battle woods like these 
ipemene on these very slopes) were filled with bow- 
men, skilled sharpshooters who took a terribly effec- 
tive part in the fighting (18 : 8). Somewhere, not far 
away, the prince’s body was buried (18 : 17). 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ An oak in Gilead near 
the scene of Absalom’s death.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the stere- 


. the stam 
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aphs will be found a most pee help in making the 
a laces real, Forty-five places are being visited during 
1915 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if all are or- 
dered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-leitered case will be 
ven free. Twelve places will be visited and described with the 
essons of this quarter ; cost, $2.00. ‘The four for J uly alone cost67 
cents. Less than fourin one order are 20 centseach. Stere- 
oscopes, gocents each. Lanternslides of the same scenes can 
also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each; sepia tinted, 
55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more 
at one time the prices are: plain slides, 40 cents ; sepia, 45 
cents ; colored, ft. Postage or express is prepaid on orders for 
either stereographs or stereoscopes.. Address The Sunday 
School ‘limes Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


. 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews 


T IS detter thal thou be ready to succor us out of 
the city (v. 3). Josephus (Antiq. VII. 10. 1) ex- 
plains this to mean that if one section of the army 

were defeated, the other two could fall back on the 
city where the king was, and as the enemy would 
suppose there were reserves with the king, their de- 
lay in pushing the attack would afford an opportunity 
for collecting more troops. (1) 


Deal gently for my sake with the young man (v. 5). 
The same authority explains that David's motive was 
the Oriental one, lest some punishment should fall 
upon the king for having caused the death of his own 
son. But is not this explanation wholly unworthy of 
David ? (2) 

The battle was in the foresi of Ephraim (vy. 6). It 
consisted of oak scrub with rocks and undergrowth of 
bramble, briony, etc.; too rocky for cultivation, and 
too much of a cover for wolves and hyenas for the safe 
grazing of sheep and goats. (3) 


The forest. devoured more people (v. 8). That is 
hunger and thirst and exhaustion and the attack 


of 
of wild animals. (4) 


‘And Absalom was riding upon his mule (v. 9). 
Josephus adds that it had been taken from his father's 
stables. Such an act would convey the impression 
that he who could ride on the king's mule must have 

wer to rule overt the land (Comp. 1 Kings r : 33). 

n spite of this distinction the animal behaved like 
the ordinary mule, and having caught the spirit of 
e going on around him, could not be held 
in even with bit and bridle. (5) 

Then thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against 
me (v. 13). Inthe Turkish Empire it constantly hap- 
pens that when some act of injustice and insolence is 
done to Europeans, and the government, under pres- 
sure from without, sends an order to have the evil- 
doers punished, the local official throws his subor- 
dinates into prison, and is himself promoted for his 
loyalty. 16) 

ALEXANDRIA, EGyPT. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee for the love that follows us even to the dark places of 
our disloyalty. When pride and the lust for place and 
power would claim us, thou dost have mercy and patience, 
and knowing our weaknesses thou dost offer thy strength. 
Forgive us, Lord, for our following of selfish ideals, For- 
give our perverse ways. But we pray for the swift coming 
of that hour, even now, Lord nme when the lightest in- 
clination of our hearts as well as our deliberate choices 
shall be prompted and controlled by thee. In thy dear 
name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—The king’s son, and yet false to 
the king! Boys, any one of you who goes back on 
his father has gotten tangled up very badly with 
mighty dangerous enemies. You're caught exactly 
where the Devil would like to find you, in a mean 
and low-down state of mind. I heard of a fellow in 
college whose poorly-dressed father came to see him 
once, and when that chap heard that a man claiming 
to be his father had come, and heard the fellows 
laughing about him, he passed the word along that 
there must be some mistake! Well, there was—in that 
student’s heart arrangements. And the father with- 
drew and went home broken-hearted. 

Some of you may have been getting so much wiser 
than father or mother that you think you are on the 
express and they on the slow freight. I wouldn't say 
too much about it if I were you. Some of us who are 
older would give a good deal to-day to ask mother or 
father a few questions if we could reach them. And 
we wish we had done just a little more for them while 
they were with us. Wouldn’t you be sorry to think 
for yourself the thoughts that must have pounded 
through the dazed head of Absalom, caught there in 
the grim branches of the oak? The price he paid for 
his disloyalty was a big one. It is always dear at 
any price. Are you and I loyal and true to those 
parents of ours? Back of that is faithfulness, loy- 
alty to God, for no one who is untrue to parents is 

















LESSON FOR JULY 4 (2 Sam. x8 : 1-15) 


oo to God, Let’s face the question prayer- 
ly. ' 





AM | 


TO GOD 
TO PARENTS 


LOYAL 


Will our pastor lead us in prayer for God’s 
grace in holding us true in this 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Depth of mercy ! can there be.”’ 

“It your heart ke right.” 

** Love divine, all love excelling.” 

** Sinners, turn ; why will ye die?” 

** Softly and any mn, My esus is calling.”’ 

** Though your sins be as scarlet.”’ 

** Who is on the Lord’s side ?”’ 

** Yield not to temptation.”’ 

(References in mtheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 146 : 1-10 (316 : 1-3). 
Psalm 144 : 9-15 (309 : 4, 5). 
Psalm 34 : 7-22 (70 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : 1-19 (106 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 (242 : 1, 4, 5). 


| Department Helps 











The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—No previous lesson has men- 
tioned Absalom. Read, therefore, 
chapters 13 to 18 and use enough in- 

cidents to make a brief complete story. 

Lesson Teaching.—Children should honor 
and obey their parents, 

Introduction.—Refer to the lesson of Feb- 
vuary 21, comparing Eli’s pleasure in training 
little Samuel with his disappointment and 
grief because of his wicked sons. As Eli 
waited at the city gate he heard the sad 
mews that the ark of God had been taken 
and his two sons killed in battle. He fell 
from his seat and died. 

Years afterward a great king sat by a city 
gate waiting for news of another battle and 
of his son. This is how it happened : 

Intervening LEvenis.— King David had 
many sons, who were princes. David loved 
them all and gave them many things to make 
them happy. Princes should honor and 
obey the king even better than other people, 
because he is their father. At his death one 
of his sons would become king. Some of 
David’s sons wanted to be king even while 
their father lived. Sometimes the princes 
quarreled, which caused King David much 
sorrow. 

Absalom was so handsome that people 
talked of his beauty, fine face, strong body, 
and wonderful hair. Prince Absalom became 
angry with one of his brothers and killed 
him. Then Absalom fled and stayed away 
three years. King David mourned for him. 
At last David sent for Absalom to come back 
to Jerusalem, but did not see him for two 
more years, When they met, King David 
kissed Absalom, who bowed low before his 
father. 

Absalom was, handsomer than ever, and 
made so many friends as he rode in his 
chariot or talked at the city gate that he 
thought these people wanted him to be their 
king. Absalom planned for them to meet 
him in Hebron, where David had first been 
king. Several hundred people joined Ab- 
salom. 

Friendly messengers told David, who said, 
Let us leave Jerusalem lest there shall be 
fighting, and my people will suffer. Many 
people went with David, mourning, weeping, 
and barefoot, to show their sorrow. When 
friends came, carrying the ark of God, David 
sent them back, saying, If I shall find favor 
in the eyes of tbe Lord, he will bring me 
back again. Several of David’s friends re- 
turned to Jerusalem to see and report what 
happened. 

While David waited for a message, a friend 
sent bread, raisins, and fruit for food. 

When Prince Absalom and his followers 
reached Jerusalem and found that David had 
gone, they planned to follow and fight. 
While they were getting ready, swift mes- 
sengers hurried to tell David, You must move 
on and cross Jordan this very night. They 
started and did not stop until they reached a 
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city with walls and gates far beyond the 
ordan. Another kind friend of David’s sent 
s, cups and dishes, wheat, barley, flour, 
rched corn, beans and grains, besides 
oney, butter, cheese, and sheep for him 
and his men, 

Lesson Story. — Absalom was following, 
so David divided his men into three com- 
panies. He wanted to go with them to meet 
Absalom, but they his life was too 
precious to risk in battle. As the men 
started, King David stood by the gate and 
said to every leader, Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man, Absalom. 

‘The battle took place in the woods, Many 
people were caught among the bushes and 
trees and died there. Prince Absalom rode on 
amule, As they went under the thick boughs 
of a great oak, Absalom’s head was caught by 
the branches. The mule walked on and left 
Absalom hanging in the tree by his hair, A 
soldier saw him, but wouldn’t -kill him be- 
cause he was King David’s «son. - 
an officer, who hurried with three darts and 
thrust them through Absalom’s heart. 

Near Jerusalem, Absalom had built a 
beautiful monument for himself, where he 
supposed he would be buried some day. In- 
stead of this, his body was thrown into a 
great pit m the woods where he died, and a 
great heap of stones was piled over him. 
His followers all ran away. ; 

David’s officer blew a trumpet to let his 
men know that the battle was over. Two 
swift messengers ran to tell King David what 
had happened. He had watched and waited 
all day between the city gates, while watch- 
men looked from the wall. They saw the 
messengers running, and told David, who 
could hardly wait for the news. As the first 
messenger drew near, David asked, Is the 
young man Absalom safe? He answered, I 
saw a great tumult, but knew not what it 
was, David said, Stand aside—for the second 
messenger had come. David asked, Is the 
young man Absalom safe? He answered, 
The enemies of my lord the king be as that 
young man is. 

David knew that Absalom was dead. Ile 
could bear no more, but turned, weeping, to 
go to the room over the city gate. As he 
went they heard him say, O my son Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom! Would God I 
had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son! He was broken-hearted. 

To relieve the tension, repeat in closing a 
few Bible verses which tell how to treat our 
brothers and sisters and parents: Let us love 
one another; Be ye kind one to another; 
Honor thy father and thy mother ; Children, 
obey your parents. 

Hand-work.—Let the children draw or 
tear from paper the city gate, with the room 
above, and mark the places where David 
waited, watched, and mourned. 

After the Story.—A short patriotic exercise 
would be appropriate. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


AVE you heard of the young girl who 
when but a child was rescued from a 
burning home by her mother? The 

mother was horribly burned, carrying the 
scars with her through life. Later the young 
woman went to college. To commemorate 
the daughter’s birthday, the mother, eager 
with anticipation, surprised her with a visit. 
As she approached her daughter and a friend, 
the friend inquired, ‘‘ Oh! who can that ugly 
woman be?’’ The daughter replied, ‘I 
don’t know,’’ as she led her chum down a 
side street to avoid meeting her mother. It’s 
hard to believe any girl could treat a parent 
so, yet Absalom’s treatment of his father was 
even more despicable. (1) 

Absalom was a favorite son with David. 
He was known as a handsome young man 
and had an exceptional head of hair (2 Sam. 
14: 25, 26). He was jolly, good-natured, 
but vain and ambitious, One must remem- 
ber that Absalom had a heathen mother, a 
most indulgent father, that the popular 
young prince was reared among court flatter- 
ers and self-indulgence, with vice and evil 
all about him. Nevertheless, should any 
leniency be shown the young man or wo- 
man, no matter what the home influence or 
training, who does not give due respect to 
father and mother? (2) 

The teacher should be familiar with Absa- 
lom’s earlier life, his sin and restoration to 
David (2 Sam. 13-18). Restate these facts 


He told 





to your girls in a few words, What led 
Absalom to instigate a rebellion against his 
own father? 

David had been too kind to Absalom. 
From a child Absalom had grown up peev- 
ish, selfish, clamoring for his own way. 
David did not seem to realize the injustice 
he was doing Absalom when he humored 
him or over a wrong unpunished. 

What was it that led Absalom to try to 
wrest the kingdom from his father? He 
wanted to be his father’s successor, but did 
nothing to prepare himself. So many young 
people dream of great things they want to do, 
then refuse to fit themselves for doing them. 
Absalom laid his plans shrewdly, but he left 
God out. He failed to realize that God had 
chosen David, and that David would be king 
so long as God might choose. But David 
did not leave God out (15 : 31). 

Was David’s prayer answered? (17 : 14.) 
Picture vividly Absalom at the gate stealing 
the hearts of the people (15 : 1-6) from his 
father. What insinuations and promises did 
he make to enlist the support of the people? 
There always seem to be people ready to 
take up with the handsome, attractive, cour- 
teous young man who flatters and makes big 
promises, - Girls, beware of making these 
your friends unless you know their worth is 
beyond their fine looks and flattery. 

‘oor David, his heart must have been 
breaking as he witnessed the army getting 
ready for battle, knowing that his victory 
meant Absalom’s defeat. Observe the re- 
spect and honor the people paid him in not 
allowing him to go to battle, Why do you 
suppose he so easily acquiesced ? 

It was a touching sight as David goes with 
the army to the gate, calling to his generals, 
but so that all could hear, ‘* Deal gently with 
the young man Absalom.’’ Whichever way 
the fattle went, David was doomed to sorrow. 

How pathetic is Absalom’s end! When 
the hour of calamity came it found him for- 
saken by God, deserted by the troops, with- 
out friends; even the mule upon which he 
rode fled from under him, and Absalom was 
alone, That’s the end to which Satan usually 
brings his followers. Observe that his hair, 
his pride in life, became his snare in death, 
Was it right or wrong for Joab to slay Ab- 
salom? (3) 

Nothing can be sadder than to see a young 
person like Absalom, resplendent with beauty 
and ability, live his life without thought of 
God, With enmity and hatred in his heart 
for his parents, he met death without ex- 
pressing a word of regret, or a plea for for- 
giveness. Ilow just a word of penitence 
from Absalom would have softened David’s 
grief! Can there be greater grief than to 
know a loved one has to meet God unpre- 
pared, and that we must be eternally sepa- 
rated? (4) 

Girls, what is our attitude toward our 
parents? Do we think our mothers prudish 
and old-fashioned, or our fathers snobbish 
and tyrannical? Has it occurred that we 
might be at fault, and not they? For, like 
David, is not their love for us far greater 
than we deserve? Even should they be 
whimsical, let us love, honor, and obey them. 
They are our fathers and mothers. They 
have dared and endured for us more than we 
shall ever know. To honor and obey our 
parents is not only our privilege, but our 
duty. God has distinctly commanded it 
(Exod. 20:12). Observe that this is the 
only commandment with promise, What is 
the promise? (§) 

Next Week’s Lesson 

Learn all you can of David’s last days. 

Who expected to succeed David ? 

Why was Solomon chosen over Adonijah 
for David’s successor ? 

Should one seek a place of honor or wait 
until chosen for it? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


b 4 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


s O YOU remember the political cam- 
paign last fall? ’’ began teacher. 
**How did the candidates try to 
win votes? ’’ (3) 

‘*Making speeches, shaking hands, and 
telling folks what wonderful things they 
would do if elected,’’ answered Bert. 

** Well,’’ said teacher, ‘‘ politics in Bible 
times were not so very different from now, 
and to-day’s lesson is about how a candi- 
date won the people’s favor but lost out in 
the end.’’ (2) 
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Teacher brought out that Absalom was 
David’s third son, He wanted to be the 
next king, and decided to drive David off of 
the throne and seize it himself. 

Carl had the first home study question, 
why this ambition was wrong. He said it 
was just Absalom’s own selfish plan. God 
hadn’t chosen him, nor anointed him, nor 
anything. 

r. Mason agreed, and declared that the 
cause of all this sorrow to David, and of de- 
feat and death to Absalom, was Absalom’s 
wanting to have things his own way and 
taking things into his own hands, He 
thinks that has been at the bottom of most of 
the world’s troubles from Adam’s sin down 
to the present war. Cruel war, corrupt 
politics, degrading saloons, family quarrels, 
and all such things nearly always come from 
selfishness wanting its own way. (3 

He asked us what kind of a ball team it 
would be if every fellow decided for himself 
where to play, what play to make, when to 
bat, ete. 

**Rotten,’’ sung out Bulldog, and Fred 
said it would always be in a row, for even 
one player who doesn’t obey the captain can 
break up a game. 

Then Mr. Mason explained that God is 
our Captain, and all his people the team. 
He has a certain place for every one, and 
will coach us whenever we need it. The 
main thing is to OBEY THE CAPTAIN and PLAY 
THE GAME. So teacher put these two sen- 
tences on the board, (4) 

Bulldog told how Absalom ran his cam- 
paign, riding around in a fine chariot, shak- 
ng hands with all the people that had law- 
suits, telling them if he was only at the head 
of things they would soon get a favorable 
verdict, etc. 

Absalom finally got a crowd of fellows at 
Hebron to crown him, and then sent word 
everywhere that he was king. Fred gave 
that part of the story, and how David fled 
out of Jerusalem for his life. 

Bert described David’s flight, pointing out 
on the map where he went, and telling how 
his friends stuck to him, how he sent the 
priests with the ark back, about his friend 
Hushai, who stayed with Absalom for a spy, 
and the two boys who stayed outside the 
wall to carry messages to David. 

We had to use the map again when Fatty 
showed where the battle was, and how they 
got scattered out in the woods and gullies of 
that rough country. 

How Absalom got hung in a tree and the 
way Joab killed him was my part, and teacher 
let: me -pass the stereoscopic picture] of an 
oak in that country now, showing how thick 
and low the branches grew. 

Bumps had the most interesting story, 
about the two messengers who ran to bring 
David word of the victory. I’d like to have 
been them, only for having to tell about Ab- 
salom, 

Here we had a dialogue, reading it out of 
our class Bibles. Carl was King David, and 
began with verse 2: ‘‘I will surely go forth 
with you myself.’’ (§) 

We all represented the people, and an- 
swered:: ‘*Thou shalt not go forth’’; and 
he finally said all right. 

Next David warns Joab not to hurt Absa- 
lom, Then a soldier tells Joab that he saw 
Absalom hung in a tree, was the soldier. 
Bumps was Joab, and said I ought to have 
killed Absalom. But I told him I wouldn’t 
do it for any amount of money. 

Bert was Ahimaaz, one of the messengers, 
and Fred was the other, They told David 
about the battle, and the dialogues wound up 
with David mourning for his son, I tell you 
it was right interesting, and the superinten- 
dent had us get up on the platform and give 
it before the whole school, like we did one 
once before. (6) 

Mr. Mason talked to us about how a boy’s 
going wrong hurts that boy’s father; that 
we have our fathers’ reputations and stand- 
ing largely in our hands. We can honor or 
dishonor them. He told how our fathers 
love us, even if they don’t say much about 
it, and would give up their lives for us if 
necessary. 

Gur fathers are always asking themselves : 
*¢Is the young man Fred, or Carl, or Bert, 
safe?’’ ‘That’s why they don’t want us out 
at night, nor loafing around picture shows 
or soda fountains. They love us too much 
to allow us in danger, and we ought to un- 
derstand that love and stick close to them. 

The last point was about God’s being our 
Heavenly Father, and loving us more than 





1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 368 in 
this issue. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
(Continued from preceding page) 


earthly fathers can possibly do. Teacher 
believes when men won’t accept salvation, 
but go their own way to destruction, like 
Absalom did, that God mourns over them as 
David did over his son, and that in Christ he 
did really die for those who have rebelled 
against him,—and that means everybody. 
hoe we repeated John 3 : 16 again to close 
with. ; 


For next week we each have to look up 
one of these : 

How was a king chosen in David's time ? 

Whom .had God chosen as David’s suc- 
cessor ? 

What do you know about Solomon ? 

What event hastened Solomon’s crowning ? 

How did Solomon treat his enemies ? 

What advantages had prepared Solomon 
to be king ? 

What advantages do boys now have more 
than their fathers had? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
The Lesson Truth. ; 
‘The sin of selfish ambition. 
A boy's sin hurts his father. 
A father's restrictions due to love. 
David's love a type of God. 
Beginning. 
A political campaign. 
Ambition. ee 
What was Absalom’s ambition ? 
Why was it wrong ? 
How does selfish ambition 
(Ball team.) 
How are we to plan our lives? (Blackboard. ) 
Strife. , , 
How did Absalom win friends ? 
How was he crowned ? 
Describe David's flight. (Map.) 
‘Tell of the battle. (Map.) 
How was Absalom killed? (Picture.)*- 
How did David hear the news? (Dialogue.) 
Love. 


How can a boy now hurt his father ? 

How much do your fathers love you? : 

Why are your fathers strict with yqu ? 

What does David's love ‘teach us about God? 
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make trouble ? 








A Wrong Decision 


A Sunday-school teacher recently con- 
fessed, ‘*1 cannot hold my class.’’ 


She’s wrong. She ‘*‘CAN”’ hold her 


class. 


The Sunday School Times lesson helps 
will take the ‘‘ NOT ”’ out of that con- 


fession. 


The Sunday School Times lesson helps 
tell ‘WHAT ” and ‘‘ HOW ”’ to teach. . 


If you have discouraged co-workers in 
your school, isn’t it time to introduce 


them to the Times ? 


A three-weeks’ free trial of the paper 
will be sent to them and a limited num- 
ber of your friends elsewhere upon your 


recommendation. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
103rt Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Ask for Book Department Catalogue 
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She Quit 
But It Was a Hard Pull 


It is hard to believe that coffee will 
put a person in such a condition as it did 
an Ohio woman. She tells her own story: 

**I did not believe coffee caused my 
trouble, and frequently said I liked it so 
well.I would not and could not quit drink- 
ing it, but I was a miserable sufferer from 
heart trouble and nervous prostration 
for four years. 

‘*I was scarcely able to be around, 
had no energy and did not care for any- 
thing. Was emaciated and had a con- 
stant pain around my heart until I 
thought I could not endure it.. 

‘* Frequently I had nervous chills and 
the least excitement would drive sleep 
away, and any little noise would upset 
me terribly. I was feaseelly getting 
worse, until finally I asked myself what’s 
the use of being sick all the time and 
buying medicine so that I could indulge 
myself in coffee ? 

‘*So I got some Postum to help me 

uit. I made it strictly according to 
irections, and I want to tell you that 
change was the greatest step in my 
It was easy to quit coffee because 
I now like Postum better than the coffee. 








**One by one the old troubles left 
until now I am in splendid health, nerves 
steady, heart all right and the pain all 
gone, Never have any more nervous 
chills, don’t take any medicine, can do 
all my housework and have done a great 
deal beside.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Postum Cereal—the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25c pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and 50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

**There’s a-Reason” for Pustum: 
—sold- by Grocers. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE very useful ‘and suggestive plan fol- 
lowed by my distinguished predecessor 
in this column will be continued. I 
earnestly crave a place in the prayers of all 
Sunday School Times readers, that the 
Lord’s abounding blessing may rest upon the 
notes and suggestions as they are being writ- 
ten and when they are adopted at the Fam- 
ily Altar. 

Home ought to be the brightest spot on 
earth, and the Family Altar the most sacred 
place in the home., And so sacred a place 
ought to be sacredly guarded. In this day 
of unsurpassed pressure on time and strength 
there is no small danger that the father will 
forget that he is a ‘* priest in his own home,”’ 
and that very much of the future of the fam- 
ily is wrapped up in those solemn, quiet 
moments during which the household bows 
before God in worship. 

If other things are allowed to encroach 
upon the time devoted to the family ‘* Morn- 
ing Watch,’’ and its observance be departed 
from, we may count on weakening every de- 
partment of our complex life. In all things 
Jesus must have the pre-eminence, and to 
give him the first place in our time when the 
day breaks upon us is to make an invest- 
ment that will enrich the entire circle of our 
loved ones. 

‘¢ Them that honor me I will honor,’’ is 
our Lord’s word, And he will be true to 
his word. 


June 28 to July 4 


Mon.—2 Sam. 18: 1-15. Absalom's Failure. 

Absalom’s name signifies ‘‘ the peace of 
his father,’’ yet he proves his father’s great- 
est, trouble. Notwithstanding Absalom’s 
treachery. David loved his ‘‘graceless dar- 
ling.’? How tender are his words, ‘‘ Deal 
gently for.my sake with the young man, even 
with Absalom,’ ..Sq like; One..greater than 
David, who, knowing full well our failures 
and follies, **‘ deals well’’ with us,, Such is 
lis grace, , .,. _ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that we may 
be true'to those who love us, and that we 
may be far removed from all es and 
deceit. If thereis one within the circleof 
your love and friendship who has proved 
disloyal let the burden of the morning 
prayer be that such a one may be restored. 
Tues.—2 Sam, 15 : 1-12, 

Absalom’s Ambition and Deceit. 

Trouble does not appear to have humbled 
Absalom, for the story of our morning’s 
reading presents him as insufferably proud. 
Probably his pride had been fed by an over- 
indulgent father until Absalom had lost all 
sense of filial regard. He plots for the over- 
throw of the king, thereby proving himself 
unworthy of royal honors. ‘‘ Pride goeth be- 
fore destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that every un- 
holy ambition may be rooted out, that our 
lives may be lived according to our Lora’s 
plan and purpose, and not by a process of 
human scheming, Let us alsoremember all 
joung men and young women who by their 
birth and upbringing have their feet in slip- 
pery places. We should not forget our need 
of modesty and self-renunciation, 

Wed.—2 Sam..18 : 31 to 19 : 8 S53 
David’s Sorrow Over Absalom. 

David presents a pitiable spectacle as he 
abandons himself to sorrow over his dead 
son. How much his own sin had contrib- 
uted to bring about Absalom’s untimely end 
may be gathered by reading all the chapters 
in which Absalom’s name is found. ‘ Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked : for what- 
soever a patriarch, or a prophet, or a psalm- 
ist soweth, that shall he also reap,”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for fathers 
and mothers, that they may have wisdom to 
train their children in the fear of God. 
Pray that family religion may become in- 
creasingly a marked feature of our land, 


Thurs.—Prov. 13: 1-11. A Father's Instruction. 
The instruction of godly parents is not 
always palatable, but it is surely a mark of 
wisdom to give heed to it. Note how the 
contrasted laws operate. Zo transgressors 
(v. 2) come violence, destruction, poverty, 
loathsomeness, shame, and ‘contention. 








What a black catalogue! With the weé/- 
advised (¥. 10) are wisdom, joy, wealth, pro- 









































LESSON FOR JULY 4 (2 Sam. 18: 1-15) 


tection, prosperity, and good. What a clus- 
ter of blessings ! These can only be enjoyed 
as we love and serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer SuGcesTions: Jz our morning 
prayers we should seek for the obedient heart 
and one that is willing to follow the instruc- 
tions of godly fathers and mothers, Pray 
fer Sunday-schools throughout the entire 
world, and for the teachers that they may be 
wise to teach others. 


Fri.—Gal. 4: 1-7. A True Son and Heir. 

What amazing dignity belengs to those 
who are the sons of God! Let us remember 
our high calling and conduct ourselves as 
those who have been made ‘‘ heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ.’”” Note espe- 
cially one result of being sons of God yey 
Prayer is the language of the family of ‘ 
It ought to be as natural to us as breathing. 
We should get into the habit of referring 
everything to our Heavenly Father. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let us lift up our 
kearts to God to-day for the millions of 
China. Her four hundred millions are yet 
largely without Christ, and it is estimated 
that a million a month die without knowing 
him. 

Set.—Prov. 3: 1-10. The Way to Success. 

How much better is it to trust in the Lord 
than to rely upon our own wisdom, Such a 
pathway to success may not gain popular 
acceptance, but it will ultimately prove the 
only safe one. The world’s plan is self- 
reliance. The divine plan is self-renuncia- 
tion, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS : Pray for those who 
are about to go into the business life of the 
world; for those engaged in stores, ware- 
houses, and business premises, who meet 
temptations that if yielded to might lead to 
temporary success, but permanent moral and 
spiritual disaster. 


Sun.—Heb. §: 1-10. The Divine Son. 

The Son, Jesus, was always obedient to 
the Father’s will, but in the practical suffer- 
ing which he endured he learned that obe- 
dience which qualified him for the work of 
the Cross. As in our Lord’s case, so in 
ours, praying and obeying ought to go hand 
in hand. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Let us pray that 
this day—the Lorad’s Day—may be preserved 
fous. Itis painful to observe what inroads 
are being made on its sanctity. We should 
seek for such grace as will enable us to do 
nothing that might tend to break down the 
palings that separate the Lord’s Day from 
all the other days of the week. 





Dr. Scofield Reviews 
Dr. Gray’s New Commentary 











This article reviews The Christian Work- 
er’s Commentary on the Old and New 
Testaments, by James M. Gray, D.D., 
Dean of The Moody Bible Institute ; 
Consulting Editor of the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible; Author of ** Synthetic Bible 
Studies,” etc. (Thecommentary is pub- 
lished in one volume at $2 net, by Flem- 
ing H, Revell Company, New York.) 


T LAST! A truly competent comment- 
ary on the whole Bible in one volume, 
and for a price within the reach of all. 

These are desiderata long agreed upon, but 
never, in a really popular sense, met before. 

Dr. Gray brought to the task of producing 
such a book the powers at their maturity that 
have made him one of the foremost Bible 
teachers of the English-speaking world. 
Clearness of thought; the mastery of con- 
densed expression without the sacrifice of 
lucidity ; immense industry ; adequate schol- 
arship ; thoroughness ; a joyous trust in the 
truth of the Scriptures; a spiritual mind, 
and that sense of relative values, of propor- 
tion, of what is supremely important where 
all is precious—these qualities, schooled and 
disciplined in above thirty years of Bible 
teaching, have made this book possible. 

As to method, Dr. Gray has taken the 
English Bible as he finds it. For better or 
for worse—I think greatly for the better, our 
Bible, the Bible of the people, is in chapters. 
Theoretically, division by paragraph seems 
to many the more logical way; but then 
there is endless disagreement as to where 
the paragraphs begin and end. In any case 
it is a question for scbolars interested in ab- 
sfract questions. 

But, while the comment follows the order 
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of the chapters, it dees so. for convenience 
only. Always there is in view the book of 
which the chapter is a part, and the distinct- 
ive place of that book in the Divine revela- 
tion; and the treatment, though specific as 
to the chapter, produces a growing, and at 
the last irresistible, sense of the unity of the 
Scriptures, 

Dr. Gray freely uses the Socratic method 
—which is also the biblical method—of ques- 
tion teaching. This not only gives a vivid 
interest to the study of Scripture, but com- 
pels clear and accurate thinking. The vice 
of much so-cailed Bible study is vagueness 
of result. We remember only that which 
we have clearly understood. 

It seems to me that no English-speaking 
Christian can afford to be without this book. 

And that inclines one to quarrel {a little 
with the title, ‘Christian Worker’ has 
come to signify a Christian other than a min- 
ister who is in some form of definite work for 
Christ. But no one will benefit from the 
use of this book in equal measure with the 
minister. Not at all because his special 
Araining will make it clearer to him than to 
any layman, but because it opens such treas- 
ures of preaching material. The minister 
who will make a re-study of his Bible by the 
method of this Commentary will rise from 
that study with more sermons than he will 
live long enough to preach, 

But it remains true that this is eminently 
the Commentary of the people. No Sunday- 
school teacher can afford to be without it, 
and in any Christian home it will enrich the 
family devotions, answer the children’s ques- 
tions, and stimulate the study of the sacred 
Oracles, 

I cannot forbear expressing my earnest 
wish that every possessor of the Scofield 
Reference Bible, in the preparation of which 
Dr. Gray was my valued counselor, might 
also have this great Commentary. 


New York Ciry. C. £ Scofield. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, July 4, 1915 
National Ideals, and How Home Mis- 
sions Will Promote Them 
“ (Isa. 62 : 1-7), 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Righteousness (Prov. 14 : 31-34). 
‘TUEsS.—Justice (Deut. 16 : 18-22). 
WerD.—Charity (Gal. 5 : 22-26). 
‘FHURS.— Purity (Psa. 15 : 1-5). 
FR1I,—Godliness (1 ‘Tim. 6: 5-12). 

Sat.— Peace (Isa. 2 : 1-5). 











Name one national ideal. 

What is the need of missions in isolated 
districts ? ° 

How do missionaries make good citizens ? 


E ARE living in a day of false national 
ideals, Men think that power and 
national will and military greatness 

are the supreme things. A great: professor 
of ethnology at the Universal Races Congress 
in London a few years ago boldly declared 
that human brotherhood and international 
friendship were of less honor than struggle 
for national glory, and he dismissed these 
things to exult instead in ‘‘ our glorious sol- 
diers and splendid ironclads.’? And even 
those who deplore such vaunting sorrowfully 
admit that in our actual present world na- 
tions must exalt might. An American re- 
public has even gone so far as to inscribe on 
its flag and coat of arms the motto, ‘ By 
Reason or by Force.’? 


And we in the United States are not free 
from these false ideals. We have our 
preachers of military preparedness who 
would have us, of course purely for self- 
defense, be as strong in armies and navies 
as any nation that might attack us. And of 
course the nations which we have in mind 
when we say this, being just as conscious of 
their rectitude of purpose as we are of our 
aim, must now prepare to meet our prepara- 
tion to meet them. And so we are about to 
begin on our side of the world the same 
madness whith has issued in Europe’s ruin. 

And we have other delusions too. Geo- 
graphical extent, wealth, industrial develop- 





ment, enormous crops, public schools, big 
buildings—these and things like them we set 
up as our gods. They are very good things 
to lay before our God, but they are very poor 
things to be made into gods, ‘They are not 
the stuff for ideals. They are merely the 
material which God furnishes ‘men to use in 
working out their ideals. 


True ideals are invisible. They must be, 
because they belong where moths and rust 
do not corrupt. The greatest of all ideals 
for men and nations is truth, The old 
diplomacy, which was simply a half-veiled 
game of lies so mingled with truth that either 
could be turned into the other whenever 
national interest seemed to require, was the 
the fountain of all the woe and ruin which 
have poured from it for this very reason, that 
it was the repudiation of true national honor 
at the very base. A nation which tells or 
does lies starts off foredoomed to judgment. 
We need to see this and to drive the lie and 
the liar out of our national life. 


< 

Righteousness and justice are the insepar- 
able companions of truth, Wherever truth is 
they are sure to be. Ne one has any trou- 
ble in seeing this, But it is not so easy, 
although it is equally necessary, to see that 
truth means also brotherhood and good-will. 

ee, 

Wherever inequality and privilege and 
self-interest prevail, truth has not had its 
perfect way. For the truth of God is love 
and fairness, Indubitably even under love 
and fairness inequality can come back just so 
far as any individual men are untrue. To 
take all the wealth of society and divide it 
would not make or keep men equal as long 
as one man is more industrious or honorable 
or frugal than another, But let each man 
be true, and at once there will come equal 
opportunity, unselfish helpfulness, .and a com- 
mon ceaseless effort to produce social insti- 
tutions and organizations -that- will embody 
and preserve truth and love. 
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And how are right national ideals to be 
established? The only right national ideals 
are the Christian ideals, and only Christian- 
ity can establish them, or rather only Christ 
can do so. 

% 


Are our own personal ideals Christian? 

Is there anything in my business, or my 
home, or my work which is in antagonism 
with the principles of Christ? 

There are thousands of communities, vil- 
lages, or rural districts which still lack the 
Christian church, Can they produce right 
ideals out of their own need ? 

We need not be discouraged because our 
ideals are yet unattained, It is that which 
makes them fit to be ideals. 


Se 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


What three men of three different ages 
were named by a prophet as the most 
righteous men in history 7? 

Who lent her child to the Lord for life, 
and what interest did she receive on 
the loan? 

Who was granted such strength that he 
broke a bow of steel ? 

What man of a heathen race slew eighty- 
five priests of God and destroyed their 
city ? ‘ 
What fire was so fierce that it devoured 
wood, stones, dust, and water ? 
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Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
246. Samuel (1 Sam, 2 : 19). 
247. The seven sons and three daughters of 

Job (Job 1: 1, 19). 

248. Psalm 37. 
249. The servant of Elijah saw a little cloud 
out of the sea like a man’s hand, which 
was the beginning of the first rain in 
three years (1 Kings 18 : 43-45). 
Psalms 6, 32, 38, §1, 102, 130, and 143. 
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** How to Speak Without Notes”? is a clear, 
brief, practical address by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most experienced public 
speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila. 
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Your Kind 
of Boys 


Need Energy Food | 


They need Quaker Oats in abun- 
dance, as everyone knows. For the 
oat is the vim-food supreme. 

They need oats in summer even 
more than in winter, for this is ac- 
tivity time. . 

But don’t force them. Boys rebel 
at compulsion. Simply make oats, 
in flavor and delicacy, the most in- 
viting- dish they get. 

That means, serve Quaker Oats. 
It is made of big grains only. 
flavor is enhanced by heat. The 
flakes are large and luscious. 

If you want boys to "feel their 
oats" serve this delicious kind. 


Quaker 
Oats 


Queen Grains Flaked 


10¢ and 25c per package 
Except in Far West and South 






Cereal 
Capacity 
214 Qts. 


Quaker Cooker 


This aluminum double-cooker is made to our 
order to cook Quaker Oats in the ideal way. To 
hold its aroma and bring out its flavor. ‘e sup- 
users. 

Send mont undomack the picture of the Quaker 
—from 50 cents’ worth of Qyaker Oats. Send one 
dollar with these trademarks and we will send this 
perfect cooker by parcel post. 

Some 700,000 homes now make this dish more 
delicious than ever by using a Quaker Cooker. 


The Quaker Oats Company 
Railway Exchange, Chicago 
(921) 


















"372 * 


Gets ALL the Dust 
Easily and Quickly 


Novacuum cleaner, whether electricor ; 
hand power, can do more than this and 














‘saved us 875.00 on pews."* 
day for Catalog No. 698215 














A STUDY’ OF THE PRAYER LIFE 
By REV. CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, D.D. 


Readable, Ii}uminating, Practical, Timely! The ripe 

rience and observation of a praying man has en- 
rie ed oe boxes of this most inspiring volume. 12mo, 
o7e page: per, 35 cts. net (postage ap 5 cts.): 
cloth, + net (postage extra, 8 cts 


Theorete InstituteColportage Ass’a,N. LaSelioSt.,Chlenge 


Hanks System of Accounts 


P. 0. Box 937, Narberth Warteth Pe. Men's Clubs, etc. 


MARY BALDWIN SEMINARY "sists va. 
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in the aoa 
‘Une ty tin ve 
appointments. At a ‘op queen from “2 
States. Terms nm $ enter any time. 

for catalogue. Miss Bi Se WEIMAR, Pri 


BE COURSES AT Bin Theo aa 
Dit PRsophy. caine Catniog. (we G. C.J i erat 


Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of, epee 
school work, and is Tie zs an expert. books 








are uniform in size some are ed with 


limp covers, some with board. 
1. The Sunday Growan, Boss 
ork, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
war octane, it -¥. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 


™ Sunday -School and Pastor 
voor Joh Faris. 25 a net, postpaid. 


TH, antl see ‘aaa pnd the, tere 25 cents, 


net, pos 

The Prinia rtment 

By Ethel mary Archibald. Five illustrations. 50 
cents, net, postpaid. .« 


a 


5. .The rtment of To-Day 
By . rs. Fiore - Stebbins. 25 pA net, post- 
Rees 

6. S ool Records, Reports and 
— nitlo 
By the late < A. Fox, General Secretary of 


the Kentucky Sunday-school Association. 
cents, net, postpaid. 
7. The Besingers’ Department 
y ee Ww. Wray, author of “ Jeanne 
uM itchell’s School.”” 50 cents, net, postpaid. 
8. Knowle and re hing the Sch 
+ peeing he Se ae Chairman 
= Tnteraational Lesson Committee. 5° 
conta, net, postpai 
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Animals with Surprises 
By Walter K. Putney 


ID you ever notice the ear trumpet. of 
the wild sheep? Perhaps you did 
not know that : wild sheep has an ear 
trumpet ?. Well, it has; the horns curving 
around in their spiral shape make perfect 
ear trumpets, so that the en can hear 
sounds from a great distance. It used to be 
thought that the wild sheep could see way, 
way off, but the scientists tell us that itis not 
the eye But the ear that warns the sheep of 
danger, and that this is due to the horn ear 
trumpet! 
Down in Madagascar there is a little ani- 
mal called the aye-aye. Its name is enough 
to make it classed with queer animals, but 
if you ever see one you just look at the 
middle finger of each front paw. You will 
find that this finger is very slender and flex- 
ible. It looks as if had been hurt when the 
aye-aye was young and had never fully 
grown, But that is a little peculiarity that 
nature has given to the aye-aye. It feeds 
upon wood-boring beetles and larvae, and 
has a queer way of getting them out. First 
it locates them by listening to their boring 
and crawling beneath the bark, Then it 
chisels away the wood with its teeth, inserts 
that queer middle finger, and gropes around 
until Mr, Bug is found. Then Mr. Bug is 
gobbled up ! 

In Brazil the nature hunter finds a kind 
of tree frog that is very interesting indeed, 
It builds its nest or fort in ponds in such a 
way that the eggs are protected bya circular 
wall rising from the bottom of the pond to a 
few inches above the surface of the water. 
But this isn’t the only queer characteristic 
this frog possesses ; if you hunt for Mr, Frog 
and try to locate him by his croaking, you 
will wander many a weary hour before you 
find him, for he hes the power of a ventrilo- 


_ He can throw bs voice and make it 
ear that he is way off, when in reality he | 
be within Wfew set of you." * 


Tow would you like to have a spring-board 
nose? Never heard of one! Well, I do 
declare! The Malay peninsula is fanious 
for its curious little creatures, and among 
them is a little insect called a lantern fly 
which has what we may really call a spring- 
board nose. It has a long projection on the 
front of its head, and by doubling this back 
beneath its body it takes remarkable leaps 
without the aid of its wings at all, It re- 
minds one of boys taking a dive from a big 
Spring-board into the water. When not 
used as a leaping organ, this queer nose 
projection is held out in front with a slight 
curve upward ; but let danger come near and 
it is lowered beneath its body in quick time! 
Then zip!and the lantern fly has_ flown, 
sent away by releasing its spring-board nose, 

If you were down at the sea-shore would- 
n’t you be surprised to see a crab climb a 
tree and throw down fruit to eat? In the 
Dutch East Indies there is a species of crab 
that actually does that, and throws down 
cocoanuts for the purpose of feeding upon 
them. Of course, a crab cannot break into 
the shell of a ripe cocoanut, but it does 
break off the stems of the young cocoanuts 
and let them fall to the ground, after which 
the crab descends and leisurely devours the 
meat of the cocoanut. 

You have heard of flying squirrels and fly- 
ing fish ; but did you ever hear of a flying 
frog? There is such a creature, and it lives 
in the island of Java, It has enormous feet 
both front and back, and between the toes is 
a fully developed web which enables it to 
sail through the air from high to low places 
with the ease of a glider. It lives in treés 
and bushes, and also has the power of 
changing its color like a chameleon, Only 
when disturbed does it use its aeroplane 
method, and then it does not hesitate to 
launch itself through the air from the tall- 
est tree, landing safely on the ground or in 
a bush. 


ASHLAND, MAss. 
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Have you Croscup’s ** Historical Charts of 


the Life and Ministry of Christ’’ ? Jt will be 
sent ‘‘on approval”’ if vou wish, from The 
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Editor Scofield Reference Bible, 


Prepared by C 1. Scofield, D. D. 
Bible, President Philadelphia School of the Bible. 


A Guide to the Study of the Bible 





fer the use of Individuals and for Bible Study Classes in Sunday Schools, 
Communities. 


Young People’s Societies, Brotherhoods and 
USE WITH A SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE. 





‘The Measure of Ged's Love. 


John 3:16, “eo.” Mr. Spurgeon said: “The most expressive word ia say 


tanguage is the Kaglish word ‘so’ id Jobu 3 : 16." 


John 3 : 15, 16, “whosoever.” 


Hiph, 3: 18, 0, HE fee Mas 
John 17 : 23, 


iph. 2 : ie ike.” 
“an thou hast loved me.” 


‘The Object of God's Leave. 


John 3:16, “the world.” 


Fph. 2:4, 5, “us.” “dead ip sins.” 
Gal. 2 : 20, “me.” 


How Ged Loves. 


tenea 14 : 4, “freely.” 
Jobe 16 : 27, an a Father. 


John 14:1, “unte the end.” 


. What Ged’s Love Has Done for Us. 


8 John 4:10, “peupitiation for our sins.” 
Rev. 1 : 5, “washed us from our sins.” 
Titus 3 : 4, 5S, “eored we.” 
Soho 3:16, “not perish . .. 
Eph. 2:6, “rained.” “sit.” 

2 Thess. 2 : It, “everiasting consvlation and goed bope.* 


everlasting life.” 


What God's Love Will Do for Us. 


Hom. 8 : 3T, “more than conquerore.” 
Rom. 8 : 38, 20, holds us always. 
Heb. 12 26, “chasteneth,” 


‘other church organiza- 











be ordered for $1, postpaid. 





14. The Holy Spirt—Personality and Deity {wow} 
SUBJ ECTS Series Il 

AB abe 15. The Dinpensatone Part 1 

2. Salvation and Rewards. . . , art f. 

3. Believer’s Standing and State. 16. The Dispensations. Part 2. 

4. Full A : 

5. The New C Gat, wo Resurrections, 

6. Abiding. 20. The Church (new). 

7. Bible History of Believers. 21. Things to Come (new). 

8. Believers and Unbelievers. 22. Christian Pri (new). 

9. and 23. Demons (new). — 

10. Believer’s Two Natures. 24. Satan—P and History (new). 
11. Inspiration of the oa Blccangs 25. Satan—Work Destiny (new). 
12. How God Measures’ 26.’ Death (new). 

13. Law and Grace. 27. Christian Service (new). 


PRICE 





SPECIAL OFFER 


(Abeve is & reproduction of one of the Jeafiets, 


1. The Love of God. The Holy Spirit—Old Testament (new). 
2. Fatherhood of God (new). 16 The Holy Spirit—the Gospels (new). 

3. Humanity of Christ. 17. The Holy Spirit—Since Pentecost (new). 
4. Deity of Christ. 18. The Holy Spirit—His Work (new). 

-% Christ's bared about Salvation. 19. Christ, Our Redeemer. 

6. The Sin 20. The Two Advents—The Fact. 

7. The Bi of Christ. 21. False Theories of Second Coming. No. |}. 
8. Shepherd _ of Christ (new). 22. False Theories of Second Coming. No. 2. 
9. Eternal Lif 23. Effect upon Believers of Second Coming. 
0. What Christ Was “ Made.” 24. Acceptable Prayer (new). 

1. What the Believer Has Been “Made.” | 25. “Free. 

2. Redemption—Old Testament (new). = Christ, the Righteousness of God. 

3. Sanctification (new). 7. Giving. 


about \ size) 
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senes of leaflets (Series I or II) for free distribution. 


School of the Bible 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Philadelphia 


1720 Arch Street 


Leaflets are printed on one side of a 54x84 sheet. Teachers’ books con- 
fain 27 lessons (either series), interleaved for notes. Price for leaflets: 


postage is enclosed. 


On receipt of the coupon, together with a 
cash order for leaflets or teachers’ books, in 
any amount, on or before July 17th, we will send ONE of either 


Scofield 
Bible Study Leaflets 


‘The latest work of Dr. C. I. Scofeld, 
and a practical 


companion to } 
Scofield Reference Bible 


PURPOSE 
To present in an inex- 
pensive form a’ series of 
Bible lessons arranged 
to require first hand study 
of the Bible itself. ' 


PLAN | 
For Bible Classes, a leaf- 
let and a Bible for each | 
person — each reference 
considered and its exact 
meaning noted. Use in 


Sunday Schools and with 
tions, and conduct Bible 


Classes in homes, stores, 
factories, school-houses, 
etc. Get the class mem- 
bers to repeat the lesson 
to others. 


For individuals, use in 
personal Bible study, in 
personal work, and dis- 
tribute as tracts. 






















1720: Arch Street, 


or a Pre eee senceess 
in leaflet form for free distribution. 
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